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equipment is the responsibility of CCHS. While this 
museum is a longtime dream coming true for our 
historical society, we will need all hands on deck to 
fulfill that dream through donations and grants for 
the interior items. We hope you will join our CCHS 
team to create an engaging, interactive museum that 
we will be proud to share with citizens of all ages!

GARDEN TOUR
CCHS is hosting a tour of four gardens around 
Carmel! These gardens feature flowers, vegetables, 
perennials and even a chicken! The tour is Friday, 
June 11, 5-7:30 p.m., and Saturday, June 12,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. This event is rain or shine, but in the 

event of a dangerous weather cancellation, 
the rain date is Sunday, June 13,
11 a.m.-4 p.m. The tour includes two back-to-
back neighbors at one stop and two more 
gardens within ten minutes of driving time. 
The tour can be done in any order. Tickets 
are available online (credit card), at the 
Monon Depot Museum (check, cash, or 
credit) or at the door (cash preferred).

For more information and to order tickets, visit 
our Eventbrite page.

MUSEUM UPDATE
Museum update: The Clay Township Trustees 
approved $4.3M to construct a new 15,000 sq. ft. 
Carmel History Museum for Carmel Clay Historical 
Society with assistance from the City of Carmel 
through the Carmel Redevelopment Commission.  
The new facility will be located adjacent to the 
historic Monon Depot currently located along the 
Monon Greenway Trail at 1st Street SW. Studio 
M Architecture and Planning will serve as the 
architect for the new building and eventual buildout. 
Groundbreaking is tentatively scheduled for this 
fall which will be followed by an approximate 12-15 
month building timeline.

The museum plans include a 
basement for archival storage, 
main and second levels with 
office, exhibit and community 
spaces, a third level children’s 
area to encourage historical 
learning through play, and a 
rooftop event space. CCHS is 
most grateful to Clay Township 
and the City of Carmel. The 
fundraising for the interior 
furniture, fixtures, and 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Are you ready to get out of the house after a 
long year stuck indoors?! We have three 
volunteer opportunities this summer!

Garden Tour Guides
We need Garden Guides for our Garden 
Tour on June 11 and 12. Volunteers will 
assist homeowners in guiding the guests 
through the garden and keeping them off 
the plants. Volunteers will get a free ticket 
to take the tour themselves! To learn more, 
visit our Sign Up Genius page.

Monon Depot Docents
Have you ever considered being a museum 
docent? Here is your chance! We need 
docent volunteers to keep the museum open on 
Fridays, 5-7 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 
1-4 p.m. The training is easy and friends 
are welcome to work their shift together.  
For more information, visit our Sign Up Genius 
page. 

Volunteer Editor
We have a member looking for an editor for  
a compilation of Home Place stories.  If you are 
interested in helping to create history, please 
email Debbie Gangstad or call our office at  
317-846-7117.

NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE!
Our new book, Stories from the Boom Years, is now 
available at the Depot! It begins with the gas boom, 
which wasn't the boom residents had hoped it would 
be, but it did provide the town with a cheap and 
convenient fuel source, and it led to the discovery of 
the Flowing Well.

After the turn of the 20th century, the real boom 
began. Between 1901 and 1903, Carmel got Rural 
Free Delivery of mail, local and long distance 
telephone service, electricity, and the interurban 
railroad. The interurban was an electric streetcar 
line that allowed people to live in Carmel and 
commute to work in Indianapolis. The population 
seemed to grow over night, and the culture began to 
change in town.

Carmel had always been a dry town, but people 
started to smuggle booze in on the interurban, and 
one of the town's most prominent citizens began 
selling it under the counter at his drug store. The 
influx of new residents also led to some tension. It's 
almost unbelievable, but a group called the Civic 
Pride Club sneaked around at night tacking up 
posters on buildings in town ridiculing residents for 
their poor grammar, unkempt lawns and country 
ways. The book also includes stories about the 
Carmel Horse Show and the Great Fire and Flood of 
1913. We also printed a few copies of two books that
have not been available for sale until now!

All three books are available now at the Depot!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aacaf22a3f49-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aacaf22a3f49-cchs1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aacaf22a3f49-cchs1
mailto:dgangstad%40carmelclayhistory.org?subject=Volunteer%20Editor
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OUR LEGACY BRICK PROGRAM IS 
STILL GOING STRONG!
Carmel residents have made their mark 
downtown, and you can too! Our Legacy Brick 
program is a great way to honor a loved one 
or recognize special events like anniversaries, 
birthdays and championships! Whatever 
sentiment you put on a Legacy Brick will  
become a permanent fixture in Carmel. 

Visit our website for more information!

BEAUTIFY YOUR BACKYARD 
AND MULCH TO SUPPORT THE 
CARMEL CLAY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY THROUGHOUT THE 
ENTIRE YEAR!
When you purchase any landscape products from 
Musselman Landscape Solutions throughout the 
year, mention our organization in any way and 
we will receive 10% of your sale! Orders also can 
be made online at MusselmanLandscape.com 
using the code CCHS at checkout.

CARMEL’S SEAL
Have you ever wondered why Carmel’s seal has a 
drill rig and a flame? The seal was designed during 
the gas boom. After natural gas was discovered 
in Portland, IN, in 1886, towns all across east-
central Indiana began drilling. On February 16, 
1888, the Carmel Natural Gas and Improvement 
Co. struck gas near where the Donald Swails, 
Jr. Fire Station is on Veterans Way. Gone were 
the days of lighting a fire every time you wanted 
to heat your home or cook! Natural gas was a 
cheap and convenient fuel source. In many cases, 
small towns grew almost overnight after they 
discovered gas. Factories came to the state by the 
hundreds. Glass factories opened in Noblesville, 
Sheridan, Cicero, Arcadia and Atlanta during the 
gas boom. Carmel believed its future was tied to 
the resource as well 
and adopted a gas-
themed seal.

However, Carmel 
did not grow much 
as a result of the gas 
boom. According 
to the census, 
Carmel only added 
27 people between 
1890 and 1900. 
Though the gas 
boom had a limited impact on Carmel, it is still 
commemorated on the city’s seal today.

Clay Township has the distinction of being the 
site of the first discovery of natural gas in the state. 
According to Zina Warren's history of Carmel, 
Ezekiel Clampitt purchased land at West Main 
and Six Points Road in 1832. He soon after dug 
a water well and heard a hissing sound coming 
from the bottom. His wife and a neighbor were 
on hand as he lowered a candle to investigate.
The candle ignited natural gas that was seeping 
out of his well. The explosion blew the hat off his 
head, knocked his wife to the ground and caught 
his neighbor's tow-cloth suit on fire!! Clampitt's 
flaming well was an attraction for some time, but 
he eventually filled it in.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/legacy-brick-pavers


4

This is a picture of the Mattsville general store. It 
was built in 1860 by Madison “Matt” Richardson 
for whom the town was named. The general store 
and post office were on the first floor, and there 
were living quarters on the second floor. Mattsville 
was a small community located at 116th Street and 
Haverstick Road.

On May 23, 1902, the Kemper Brothers were arrested 
by the Delaware Township constable for “Sabbath 
breaking.” Five days prior, they had sold goods from 
their general store in Mattsville on a Sunday in 
violation of the state's blue laws. Justice of the Peace 
J. M. Stipp assessed a fine of $1.00 for the crime. 

However, it seems the 
Kemper Bros. did not learn 
their lesson. They were 
arrested again in March 
1903 for the same crime. 
Fortunately for them, 
the case was dismissed. 
 
Carmel began to relax its 
enforcement of the blue 
laws around 1908. That 
year, the town’s baseball 
club announced it would 
play home games on 
Sunday for the first time.

Tidbits from our Facebook Page

Driver Reach, LLC

Member News
Karri Phelan
Sarah Smith

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 2nd Quarter of 2021!
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317-846-7117 • www.carmelclayhistory.org

info@carmelclayhistory.org
Facebook: Carmel Clay Historical Society

Old Town Design Group, Engledow Group, Browning 
Day Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica, 
Indiana Brick Co, Coldwell Banker – Kaiser Real Estate, 
Ogle Design, Carmel Welding, Shepherd Insurance, and 

Musselman Landscape Solutions.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmelClayHistoricalSociety/



