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each year and begins decorating on November 1. 
This year’s theme is “CANDY!” and it is a sweet, 
magical treat for the eyes! Any description would 
not do this owner’s decorating justice. You must 
see to believe.

Finally, we were offered a bonus home by one of 
our longtime members. Their darling weekend 
home in Madison, IN, has been exquisitely 
and lovingly decorated. Longtime antique and 
doll collectors, their affection for this home is 
heartwarming. It was such an honor to visit. We 
are very grateful we could share this home due 
to the virtual platform. It is a perfect example 
of “making lemonade” from this year of many 
lemons.

We’d like to thank Meg and Brad Osborne 
and Meg and Associates for their generous 
underwriting of the videography. The Osbornes 
also managed the ticket sales and marketed this 
event. CCHS is most grateful for all their work!

24TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY  
HOME TOUR
Tickets are on sale now for CCHS’s largest 
(and this year’s ONLY) fundraiser! Starting 
December 10, 2020, through January 30, 2021, 
you can enjoy this year’s virtual tour from the 
comfort of your own home while you support the 
Carmel Clay Historical Society! Visit our website 
for more information and to purchase tickets.

This year’s virtual tour of five beautiful homes 
has been professionally created by award 
winning video producer, Philip Paluso. Included 
on the tour is the location for the first Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting. This historic home has 
been extensively remodeled, incorporating many 
of the original elements with a Mission design. 
It was the home of longtime CCHS members for 
decades.

Back by popular demand! An historic home built 
in the 1930’s was previously on the tour, but we 
included it this year because so many members 
asked to see it again! This home is loaded 
with generations of beautiful antiques and 
treasures handed down and collected by 
this family. 

This year’s Mid-Century Modern home was 
the dream home for the current owners, 
but they didn’t think it would ever really be 
theirs. Once purchased, this home has been 
lovingly cared for by the owners. Some of 
the original Thermidor kitchen appliances 
are still in use, and the owners say they 
work better than many modern appliances! 
The full basement is the perfect layout for 
hobbies and relaxation.

Another home has holiday decorations 
galore! This owner chooses a different theme 
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THE ANTIQUE DOLL 
COLLECTION OF LYNETTE GROSS
One of our hosts on the home tour has a 
wonderful collection of antique dolls. Lynette 
Gross’s collection is so interesting that we created 
a separate video just to showcase it! Visit our 
website to see the collection. You can also learn 
more by visiting Lynette’s website.

OLD TIMEY BASEBALL BOOK 
MAKES A GREAT STOCKING 
STUFFER!
Are you looking for a gift or stocking stuffer 
for the sports fan in your life? CCHS has just 
completed a book about the history or baseball 
in Carmel. The book details the history of the 
Carmel Baseball Club and its star pitcher, Curtis 
Bales. Amateur baseball clubs reached their 
peak in the years following the construction 
of interurban railroads throughout the state.  

Even though Carmel was a small town of 500, 
the club had a core of hometown players who 
competed with the best amateur and semi-
professional teams in the state. Several went on 
to play in the minor leagues. 

The club played in the county league’s 
championship game every season 1904-1907. 

Bales’s career was also launched 
during that time. He became well 
known  throughout  the  state  after  he 
pitched a shutout against the Nebraska 
Indians in 1906. The Indians were a 
barnstorming team that rarely lost. 
Their record in 1906 was 151-31-2! The 
book follows Bales’s career through 
the minor leagues to its conclusion.

This is a limited printing. Don’t delay! 
They will go quickly. The books are 
available at the Monon Depot or email 
us at info@carmelclayhistory.org to 
order a copy.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
The Annual Meeting of the General Membership 
was held in the Minnie Doane Gazebo at Civic 
Square on October 25. Attending members 
voted in favor of the proposed ballot of officers 
and board members. Dan McFeely will serve 
as president and Nick Davis as vice president. 

Christine Owens will serve as secretary, 
and Deb Teets will continue as treasurer.  
We would like to welcome our new board  
member, Brad Sexauer! Carmel’s baseball club in 1906.  

Curtis Bales is 2nd from the right in the first row.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/local-history/videos
https://www.rubylane.com/shop/lynettesdollshop
mailto:info%40carmelclayhistory.org?subject=
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We were honored to present our Heritage Award 
to Bob and Judy Huber and to recognize Nancy 
Childs (2016), Janet Guildenbecher (2017), 
Pam Otten (2018), Julie Kingston (2019), and 
Sharon Bassler and Pat Enney (2020) with our 
Volunteer Award. 2021 is going to be an exciting 
year, and we are grateful to begin this journey 
with such a supportive member base!

Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual 
Meeting! It was good to see familiar faces!

MEET THE NEW BOARD MEMBER 

Brad Sexauer

I was born in 
Evansville, raised 
in Indianapolis, 
and am a graduate 
of North Central 
High School.   
I completed my 
undergraduate 
degree at DePauw 
University, and 
after working as 
an Admissions 
Officer at DePauw 
for a year,  
I moved to New 
Orleans to begin 
work on a Masters in Health Administration at 
Tulane University.  After completing my MHA,  
I pursued a nearly 40 year career in healthcare 
management, the majority of that time spent 
in senior management positions in hospitals.   
I moved a number of times in my career 
including tenures in Orange Park, FL, 
Atlanta, Chicago, Danville, VA, and 
Saratoga Springs, NY, before moving to 
Carmel in 2013.

It has always been a priority to be involved 
in the communities in which I have lived.   
My past volunteer experience includes local 
United Way Board President and Campaign 

Chair, 28 years in Rotary, board member of a 
Chamber of Commerce, local cancer association, 
and an organization that provides services to 
the developmentally disabled, and a three year 
term on the Board of Visitors at DePauw.  Since 
being back in Central Indiana, I completed, on 
6/30/20, my year as President of the Rotary Club 
of Carmel.  I am also serving on the Advisory 
Board of the MHA program at Xavier University 
in Cincinnati and am the Chapter Advisor to the 
Sigma Chi fraternity at DePauw.

In my spare time I like to travel, am an avid 
Florida State football fan, and try to stay in shape.  
I've done a lot of running in my life, completing 
23 Peachtree Road Races on July 4 in Atlanta.

I look forward to serving the Carmel Clay 
Historical Society and getting to know everyone 
involved with the organization.

SPEAKER SERIES –  
GERALD MANSBACH 
As part of our virtual Speaker Series, we are 
excited to bring you Gerald Mansbach's story! 
Mansbach was a tank commander in the 
Fourth Armored Division, part of Gen. George 
S. Patton’s Third Army. After holding off the 
German offensive in the Battle of the Bulge, 
Mansbach’s division was attacked in a German 
village. His story about that fateful day and the 
aftermath is moving. You can find Mansbach’s 
presentation under the videos menu on our 
website.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/local-history/videos
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Roberta Spyker
Scott & Janet Tousaaint

Member News
Kelly Gartenhaus
Jeff & Alecia Larkin

We were saddened to lose several longtime friends and members this quarter. Our condolences go out 
to the families of Alice Hecker, Curtis Butcher, Ethel Folger O’Connor and Bob Huber. 

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 4th Quarter of 2020.

Tidbits from our Facebook Page
The story goes that Jacob Kinzer told his four 
grown children that he had money, city property, 
cleared land, and wooded land to pass down to 
them. Everett Kinzer chose the wooded land 
– 160 acres on the northeast corner of Smoky 
Row Road and Carey Road. For generations the 
Kinzers operated a sugar camp in the woods, and 
Everett carried on the tradition.  
It was hard work, but sugar season 
was Everett’s favorite. In order 
for his business to be successful, 
he had to protect his 240 maple 
trees from insects and disease. In 
doing so, he preserved one of the 
last sections of old growth forest 
in Carmel. He was so fond of his 
trees that he said he’d rather lose 
a horse  or  cow  than one of his 

maple trees, and he felt very strongly that every 
maple tree in the state should be preserved. 

It’s hard to imagine that Carmel was once 
covered in forests, meadows and swamps. Bears, 
cougars, wolves, otters, and lots of other animals 
used to call this area home a long time ago.
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Old Town Design Group, Engledow Group, Browning 
Day Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica, 
Indiana Brick Co, Coldwell Banker – Kaiser Real Estate, 
Ogle Design, Carmel Welding, and Shepherd Insurance.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmelClayHistoricalSociety/



