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EXHIBIT OPENING – CARMEL,  
A RAILROAD TOWN
We are excited to announce the opening of our 
newest exhibit, Carmel, A Railroad Town, on 
September 25! This exhibit explores how the 
Monon and interurban railroads transformed 
Carmel from a pleasant pass-through village 
to a bustling small town. The railroads gave 
rise to new industries on the town’s southwest 
side and allowed farmers to ship their grain 
and livestock by rail instead of driving them 
to markets in Noblesville and Indianapolis. 
Many communities in Clay Township were once 
isolated by impassable dirt roads, but the Monon 
provided residents an opportunity to travel 
across the state and country. The interurban was 
a network of electric streetcars that connected 
Carmel to Noblesville and Indianapolis. It led 
to further growth of the town as people moved 
out to the country and commuted to work in the 
city on the Union Traction line. We invite you 
to stop by the Monon Depot Museum to learn 
about Carmel’s roots as a railroad town!

In conjunction with our exhibit, the four-member 
Glacier Line Jammers Band will be performing 
railroad music on Sunday, September 27, at 2 p.m. 
on the Monon Depot Museum deck. Please bring 
your own chairs and socially distance while you 
enjoy this free concert!

A NEW MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
BUILDING IN 2021!
We are thrilled 
to announce 
that the Clay 
Township Board 
voted this month 
to fund the 
construction of 
a new museum, 
archives and 
office building for 
CCHS through 
the township’s 
C o m m u n i t y 
Impact Program! 
CCHS will work with the township on the design 
of the building this fall, and construction could 
begin as early as January. The new building will 
be located on the lot south of the Depot where 
the old archive building currently sits. It is likely 
that the Depot Museum will temporarily close 
during the construction period, but when we 
reopen, the interior of the Depot will be restored 
to its original appearance as a railroad station! 
We will post progress and closure updates on 
our website and Facebook page next year.

CCHS has been working for decades to build a 
new facility that would allow for more exhibit 
and office space as well as proper storage 
for our collection. We are excited to have a 
more visible and welcoming space to share 
Carmel’s heritage with the community. Big 
things are in store for 2021, and you can help 
us meet the demands by helping us grow our 
member base. Spread the word about CCHS 
to your friends and family. Let them know 
that as Carmel continues to change and grow, 
CCHS is committed to preserving its history.
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WE NEED YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
NOW MORE THAN EVER
Big changes are coming to the Carmel Clay 
Historical Society in the coming year, and we need 
your support more than ever! Our organization is 
only as strong as our member base. Right now 
we have 290 members out of a city population of 
93,000. There is room to grow, and we need your 
help! We would like to double our membership 
in the coming year. You can help by talking about 
CCHS with your friends and family. Let them 
know of the work we do to collect and preserve 
the history of our community and encourage 
them to be a part of that mission by becoming 
a member. With your help, we will enter a new 
phase in the history of our organization with a 
solid, growing base of engaged members. 

Memberships can be purchased at the following 
link: carmelclayhistory.org/about/membership.
Our Collections and Membership Manager, 
Emily Hanawalt, is looking forward to taking 
your questions and helping you sign up. She can 
be reached at 317-846-7117 or at
ehanawalt@carmelclayhistory.org.

SPEAKER SERIES
We will continue our virtual Speaker Series 
on Veterans Day with a video presentation by 
Gerald Mansbach about his heroic WWII service. 
Mansbach was a tank commander in the Fourth 
Armored Division, part of Gen. George S. Patton’s 
Third Army. After holding off the German 

offensive in the Battle of 
the Bulge, Mansbach’s 
division was attacked in a 
German village. Mansbach 
will talk about the events 
of that fateful day and the 
aftermath. You can watch 
the presentation on our 
Facebook page on Veterans 
Day, November 11.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Hi everyone! This is Emily Hanawalt, Collections 
and Membership Manager. We are currently 
looking for enthusiastic volunteers to work 
on collections and archives projects here at 
CCHS. If you are looking to get out of the house 
after quarantine, this is the project for you! 
CCHS staff and volunteers are following strict 
safety guidelines during this pandemic to keep 
everyone safe. Nonprofit organizations like us 
rely on our volunteers, and we are looking to 
build a strong volunteer base.  

If you are interested in acting as a guide 
at the depot museum, you may sign up 
here.
  
If you are interested in volunteering with the 
collections and archives team and would like 
to know more, please contact Emily Hanawalt, 
Collections and Membership Manager at 317-
846-7117 or ehanawalt@carmelclayhistory.org.

Hal Armstrong
Clifford Bennett
Jackie & Robert Smith Family

Member News
Randall Koorsen
Tony & Amy Snider
Jerilyn Roper
Dan Chapman

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 3rd Quarter of 2020!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aacaf22a3f49-cchs1
mailto:ehanawalt@carmelclayhistory.org
mailto:ehanawalt@carmelclayhistory.org
http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/about/membership
Andrew Wright
Line
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ANNUAL MEETING
CCHS members are invited to attend the Annual 
Meeting of the General Membership at 1 p.m. 
on October 25. This year’s meeting will be 
held outdoors in the Minnie Doane Gazebo at 
Civic Square, rain or shine. Some chairs will be 
provided, but those attending are encouraged 
to bring their own. Due to the pandemic, 
refreshments will not be provided, but attendees 
are welcome to bring their own food or drinks to 
enjoy at the meeting.  

At the meeting we will share more about the 
new building that will be under construction in 
2021 and will address any questions you have. 
Executive Director Deb Gangstad will also 
present our Year in Review as well as what’s in 
store for 2021!
 
Members will vote on the following candidates. 
Additional nominations from the floor will be 
allowed before the election.
 

Officers (1 year term)
President: Dan McFeely 
Vice President: Nick Davis  
Secretary: Christine Owens 
Treasurer: Deb Teets
 
Board Members (3 year term)
Meg Osborne
Brad Sexauer

HOLIDAY HOME TOUR
This has been a year unlike any other, so we 
are preparing for the 24th Annual Holiday 
Home Tour to be unlike any other to match! 
We will still showcase a variety of unique and 
beautiful homes, but in a pandemic-friendly 
virtual format. This year’s tour will feature two 
historic homes, a Mid-Century Modern home, a 
traditional newer home and a bonus home that 
is located outside of Carmel. 

Details are coming soon, so check our 
Facebook page and website in October to 
learn more about how this year’s tour will 
work. The home tour is our largest fundraiser 
of the year, so please help us spread the 
word! If you would like to volunteer for 
this year’s tour, contact Debbie Gangstad at 
317-979-4236 or email her at
dgangstad@carmelclayhistory.org.

mailto:dgangstad@carmelclayhistory.org
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John F. Haines made quite an impact on Carmel 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. He was born 
in a log cabin located near Gray, a Quaker 
community around the intersection of Gray Rd. 
and 146th St. John attended school at Gray and 
then went to Carmel High School in 1872. At 
the time it was 
called Richland 
High School, 
named for 
the Quaker 
c o m m u n i t y 
that built the 
school. It was 
a three mile 
hike for Haines 
to get to CHS, 
but he enjoyed 
the walk. The 
first mile was 
through old 
growth forest. 

After four years of high school, his neighbors 
asked him to teach at the district schoolhouse at 
Gray. He did so for one term and then taught at 
the schoolhouse at Pleasant Grove, which later 
became Home Place. After graduating from 
the Normal School at Valparaiso, he became 
principal of Carmel High School in 1883. After 
three years at Carmel, he was principal at 
Sheridan and later Noblesville. In 1901, Haines 
was elected Superintendent of Hamilton County 
schools and ensured that boys and girls learned 
practical skills along with their conventional 
studies. Many of the county's high schools, 
including Carmel, incorporated manual training
and agricultural and domestic science programs 
in the curriculum. Haines also started what may 
have been the first Corn Club in the country in 
1904. He also started Garden Clubs for girls. 

These clubs were forerunners to 4-H clubs. He 
was invited to give talks around the state about 
the corn clubs and manual and domestic training 
programs he championed.

Though he was routinely offered positions at 
universities, Haines thought of himself as a rural 
educator and turned them down. He preferred 
to live in Carmel and focus on the education 
of Hamilton County students. Haines was also 
leader of the Carmel Coronet Band, sometimes 
called the Haines Band because many members
were from the Haines family. In 1915 he wrote 
a history of the county that we reference at CCHS 
fairly often. He left quite a legacy in Carmel.

Haines/Carmel Cornet Band in Kinzer’s Woods, ca. 1883.

Tidbits from our Facebook Page

John F. Haines was born in this log cabin in 1856. 
It was located east of Gray Road just north of 
146th Street in the neighborhood called Gray.

John and Jane Haines with their children Dorothy and John.
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what merchandise could be purchased in town. 
They could order just about anything from 
catalogs, and it would be shipped to town by rail. 
The lumber and grain industries grew opposite 
the depot on the town’s southwest side and 
thrived for more than seven decades. Poor road 
conditions once isolated communities in the 
townships, but the railroad provided residents 
opportunities to travel across the state and 
country. 

In 1902, the Union Traction Company laid 
tracks for an interurban railroad through Clay 
Township. This electric passenger line connected 
Carmel to Indianapolis and Noblesville. Travel 
on the Interurban was cheaper and more efficient 
than along the Monon, and Carmel residents 
fully appreciated the ease with which they could 
now travel to the state capital and county seat. 
The interurban allowed people to move out to 
the country and commute to their jobs in the 
city, and Carmel’s population increased by 
thirty-two percent between 1905 and 1910.

You will learn all about the impact the Monon 
and interurban had on Carmel in our new 
book, A  Century  of  the  Railroad  in  Carmel. 
The book is available for purchase at the 
Monon Depot Museum, or email us at
info@carmelclayhistory.org to order a copy.

A CENTURY OF THE RAILROAD 
IN CARMEL – BOOK AVAILABLE 
NOW
Before the Monon Railroad was built through 
town, Carmel was a pleasant pass-through 
village at the intersection of the only gravel 
roads in Clay and West Delaware Township. In 
1881, a correspondent for the Noblesville Ledger 
described it as:

…one of the nicest towns in the county. 
The location is beautiful, and we have not 
seen a town that has such a large percent 
of nice, neat and cozy cottages. The pike for 
nearly half a mile is a street that would be a 
creditable suburb to any city, dotted as it is 
with comfortable little homes, in the building 
of which the citizens have shown much good 
taste. . . . This is certainly a good showing for 
a town that has no railroad.

The Monon Railroad was laid through town 
the following year, transforming Carmel into a 
bustling small town. For the first fifty years, 
Carmel’s farmers drove their livestock and 
hauled their harvest to markets in Noblesville or 
Indianapolis. Those trips were long and difficult, 
as even the gravel roads were more often than 
not in poor condition. It was also expensive, as 
there were seven toll booths between Carmel 
and Indianapolis, 
and farmers bore 
the cost to stable 
and feed their 
animals. After the 
Monon was built, 
they shipped their 
grain and livestock 
by rail from Carmel. 
The railroad also 
allowed the town’s 
merchants to expand 
their inventory and 
sell their stock at 
competitive prices. 
Residents were no 
longer limited to 

mailto:info@carmelclayhistory.org
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Old Town Design Group, Engledow Group, Browning 
Day Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica, 
Indiana Brick Co, Coldwell Banker – Kaiser Real Estate, 
Ogle Design, Carmel Welding, and Shepherd Insurance.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:




