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THE PREACHER & THE 
CONSTABLE
T h o m a s  

“ C y c l o n e ” 
Johnson was 
a traveling 
evangelist who 
came to Carmel 
in December 
1899. Over the 
next six months, 
he caused quite 
a stir with his 
p r o v o c a t i v e 
and derisive 
s e r m o n s . 
Some of the 
men in town 
tried to run 
him out by 
disturbing the services  he held in a large tent. 
The volatile preacher was arrested after he 
violently retaliated against his hecklers. His 
trial was held on June 8, 1900, at the Jeffries 
Livery Stable, where a shootout resulted in the 
deaths of Constable Frank Carey and “Cyclone” 
Johnson. To this day, Frank Carey remains the 
only peace officer killed in the line of duty in 
Carmel history. 

After an investigation by Delaware Township 
Justice of the Peace Joseph M. Stipp, the 
official verdict was that Johnson had killed 
Carey, but that “Johnson came to his death 
by some unknown hand.” After six months of 
research, the Carmel Clay Historical Society 
uncovered a long-forgotten document with 78 
pages of witness testimonies. CCHS is excited 
to announce that our book, The Preacher & the 
Constable, finally answers the question, “Who 
shot Cyclone Johnson?” 

THE MONON DEPOT MUSEUM IS 
OPEN WITH A NEW EXHIBIT!
The Monon Depot Museum opened on June 5 
with our first exhibit of the season, Fashionable 
Society: Civil War to Post-War Textiles of 
Carmel. CCHS is fortunate to have a large and 
unique textile collection dating from the mid-
1860s to the 1950s. Garments include simple 
prairie dresses, Victorian finery, early 20th 
century conventional dress, Prohibition-era Art 
Deco and Art Nouveau couture, 1930s and 1940s 
style evolutions, and 1950s glamour. This exhibit 
highlights where our community’s distinctive 
style began as Carmel continues to express itself 
as a “fashionable society.”

The  Monon  Depot  is  open  Monday-Friday, 
10am-4pm; Friday, 5-7pm; and Saturday and 
Sunday, 1-4pm. With the safety of our visitors 
and staff in mind, visitors will be limited to 
three at a time in the museum. Larger groups 
can view the exhibit together if they are from 
the same family group. There will be no public 
restroom available. No one with a fever or flu-
like symptoms should enter the museum. Social 
distancing is required while viewing the exhibit, 
and all visitors must wear masks.
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The book also explores the antithetical lives of 
both men. Carey was a member of one of Carmel’s 
most prominent pioneer families. He was a 
graduate of Earlham College and a member of 
the school’s first football team. He was a devout 
Quaker, a devoted family man, and a constable 
of the Poplar Ridge Horse Thief Detective 
Company.  Johnson had a rough upbringing 
in the Appalachian Region of Kentucky. While 
Carey was starting his freshmen year at Earlham, 
Johnson was beginning a two year prison 
sentence for horse theft. His sermons were more 
of a street performance than anything else, and 
true to his nickname, he left a trail of destruction 
wherever he went. 

You can purchase The Preacher & the Constable 
at the Monon Depot Museum or email us at 
info@carmelclayhistory.org to order a copy.

NEW SCULPTURE UNVEILED
On Saturday, June 13, artist Scott Osborne 
unveiled a new sculpture called “The Life Cycle” 
in the Butterfly Garden on the north side of the 
Depot. The metalwork depicts the metamorphosis 
of butterflies and is a great addition to our garden. 
Osborne is a graduate of the IUPUI Herron 
School of Art. He is also the artist behind the 
kinetic sculpture on the south side of the Depot. 
The Butterfly Garden is maintained by Hamilton 
County Master Gardeners Pat Enney and Sharon 
Bassler. 

We invite you to enjoy the garden and see the 
sculpture the next time you stroll through 
Midtown on the Monon!

SPEAKER SERIES
Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 
Monon Depot closed 
to the public on 
March 13. We were 
excited to reopen 
the museum on June 
5, but unfortunately, 
many of our events 
have been postponed 
i n d e f i n i t e l y , 
including our annual Spring Tea. However, we 
are reviving our Speaker Series lectures, so 
pull up your favorite chair and get comfortable 
because we’re bringing the Speaker Series 
directly to you! We are finalizing the schedule, 
which will be posted in the coming weeks. Some 
of the lectures will be live streamed, and others 
will be pre-recorded and posted on our Facebook 
page.  All the lectures, including those that are 
live streamed, will also be posted on our website 
following the event.

OUR FACEBOOK PAGE IS FULL OF 
HISTORY

We've got a lot of things in the works this 
summer, including a new series of Facebook 
posts! In these posts we highlight artifacts 
and photographs in our collection and share 
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interesting stories about Carmel’s history. We 
love reading your comments, so please feel free 
to let us know what you think. Please also help 
us reach a wider audience and share the posts 
that interest you. Our weekly schedule of posts 
is below.
 
Monday: Curator's Corner 
Tuesday: "Making" History with CCHS
Wednesday: Historical Posts
Thursday/Friday: On select Thursdays and 
Fridays we will host our Speaker Series lectures 
Saturday: Old Photo Re-Creations

WANTED
We need a small working vacuum to clean our 
floors. We’d also like a small leaf blower to keep 
our deck cleared of leaves that get carried into 
the Depot. Thank you for considering these 
donations to help us care for our beloved Monon 
Depot!

PAVING BRICKS

We sold over 200 legacy brick pavers in 2019, 
but there is plenty of  room on Main Street, 
Range Line Road, and Midtown Plaza for more! 
Don’t miss your opportunity to make your 
mark in Carmel. You can engrave a brick with 
a family name or the name of a business or 
social club. They can also be engraved in honor 

or in memory of loved ones. If you have an 
anniversary,  championship,  or  other  special 
occasion  you’d like to  celebrate or memorialize, 
engrave it on a brick! Your message will become 
a permanent fixture in Carmel!

Visit carmelclayhistory.org/legacy-brick-pavers 
for more information or to place an order.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The last several months of inactivity have 
taken their toll, and we need your help now 
more than ever! CCHS operates purely on 
memberships, grants, and donations. These 
funds support the walking tours for every 
second grader of  Carmel Clay Schools as well 
as our exhibits, presentations, and community 
outreach efforts for all ages. We also provide 
programming to assisted living residents, Scout 
groups, and families. We are passionate about 
sharing Carmel’s rich history  to create greater
community spirit, and we hope you’ll continue 
to support us  in this work.  Please consider 

becoming a member or making a tax-
deductible gift in order to assist us in our 
mission to encourage an appreciation for and 
understanding of the settlement, growth and 
development of the city of Carmel. 

To become a member or renew your 
membership, visit carmelclayhistory.org/
about/membership. Thank you for your 
continued support of the Carmel Clay 
Historical Society!
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Judith Lackey-Bunnell
Wendy Pallman
Thomas & Susan Dapp
Mary Teter
Katie Arbuckle
Kirk & Laura Johnson

Member News
Jim & Elaine Engledow
Jerwana Laster
Dina Randall
Kerrie Hannigan
Nancy Dierdorf
Karen Da Silva

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 2nd Quarter of 2020!

HOLIDAY HOME TOUR
CCHS is determined to continue our HHT 
tradition for the 24th year, but this year’s tour 
will happen with some adjustments. We are 
still brainstorming the details, so stay tuned. 
If you would like to get involved or offer your 
home for the tour, email us! We’d also like to get 
some feedback regarding your comfort level in 
attending such an event in light of the pandemic. 
You can send your emails to dgangstad@
carmelclayhistory.org.

November 19 – December 30, 1918. The school 
reopened and closed two more times that winter. 
About 10 weeks of the school year were lost. 
Carmel was closed longer than any other school 
in the county. That year Carmel was the first 
school in the county to start conducting medical 
inspections of its students. It was a novel idea 
that became a permanent part of the school 
system. Students who were ill were sent home. 

Tidbits from our Facebook Page
The pandemic shut down the high school 
basketball state tournament series as well as 
the NCAA tournament series. Fortunately, the 
NBA season is scheduled to resume, but we 
imagine many of you are missing basketball. 
The lockdown was reminiscent of when Carmel 
High School was closed during the flu epidemic 
a century ago in the midst of the wildest season 
of basketball in the school’s history. The flu 
outbreak in Clay and West Delaware Township 
was so bad that Carmel High School closed 
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The flu ban began three days after the first 
basketball game in which Carmel lost to 
Noblesville. The Carmel team was inexperienced. 
Only one player, Lester “Leck” Hinshaw, had 
returned for the 1918-1919 season as several 
of his teammates were ineligible due to poor 
grades. When school reopened in January 1919, 
Carmel traveled to Westfield to play in Westfield’s 
basement gymnasium, nicknamed the “Rat 
Hole.” The Rat Hole’s low ceilings gave two feet 
of clearance above the basket, a feature the home 
team was able to exploit to great advantage. A 
black mark on the ceiling above the basket told 
Westfield players where to place the ball for 
guaranteed points. In what is likely the most 
lopsided victory in county history, Westfield won 
108-8. 

In February, Westfield traveled to Carmel’s 
new venue, the drive-through of the legendary 
lumberyard, where Carmel would win its only 
games of the season. The court had a dirt floor, 
and the sidelines were lined with stacks of 
lumber. By the end of the game, players were full 
of splinters! When balls bounced out of bounds, 
children searched for them between the stacks. 

Perhaps the biggest obstacle was the cold. There 
was no heating element in the drive-through, 
which was nicknamed “the Igloo” and “the 
Refrigerator.” Players wore long johns under 
their uniforms. The temperature during one 
particularly frigid game reached negative three 
degrees. Despite the cold and the dust kicked 
up during game, it was not uncommon to have 
250 Carmel fans cheering from their favorite 
lumber pile or from the stairways on either 
side of the court. In the three years played at the 
lumberyard, Carmel only lost three home games, 
one of these to a strong Purdue team. Carmel 
adopted the unofficial nickname “Lumberjacks.” 

In 1922 Carmel moved into the newly constructed 
high school building that would later be referred 
to as Old North. The school boasted modern 
amenities, including a gymnasium, locker rooms 
and showers. By adapting their fast style of 
playing to suit their new hardwood court, Coach 
Earl Hinshaw’s team became a State contender 
in 1924 and 1925.

This is Coach Earl Hinshaw with the 1918-1919 
CHS team. Left to Right: Leck Hinshaw, Lem 

Carey, Dale Apple, Wyatt Carey, Burnal Moffitt, 
Loring Eskew.

This is the only known photo of Carmel's 
lumberyard court.
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317-846-7117 • www.carmelclayhistory.org

info@carmelclayhistory.org
Facebook: Carmel Clay Historical Society

Old Town Design Group, Engledow Group, Browning 
Day Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica, 
Indiana Brick Co, Coldwell Banker – Kaiser Real Estate, 

and Ogle Design.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:




