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LOOKING FOR HOLIDAY  
GIFT IDEAS?
Some people are hard to shop for, but we can help! 
Consider purchasing a brick to memorialize or honor 
a loved one. Our legacy paver bricks can be engraved 
with the name of a loved one, business or association. 
The pavers will be placed in the sidewalk on Main 
Street or in the 
common area of 
Midtown Plaza 
n e a r M o n o n 
Boulevard. Visit 
o u r w e b s i t e 
f o r m o r e 
information.

If you are in need of a stocking stuffer, our book, 
The Early History of Carmel Schools, is perfect for 
anyone interested in Carmel’s past! The book has 
over fifty pages of stories about the pioneer schools 
that used to dot the landscape in Carmel. The book 
also details the history of Carmel High School and 
includes over twenty pictures of old schoolhouses. 
For $5 you 
cannot go 
wrong with 
this gift! Stop 
by the Monon 
Depot to pick 
up a copy. If you 
are unable to 
visit the Depot, 
give us a call at  
317- 846 -7117, 
and we will 
arrange to ship 
you a copy.
 

23RD ANNUAL HOLIDAY  
HOME TOUR
The 23rd Annual Holiday Home Tour is fast 
approaching, and we couldn’t be more excited!  
This year’s tour will feature six homes of a variety of 
styles from historic to mid-century modern to new 
construction. All of the homes are in and around 
the Carmel Arts and Design District. The VIP tour 
on Friday, December 6, 6-9pm, will be followed by 
a reception with wine and appetizers at the Heath 
home on West Main Street. On Saturday, December 
7, attendees may tour the homes from 11am-5pm. 
Both tours are walkable and self-guided.

Order your tickets online at a discount! Friday 
evening tickets are $60 (presale) and $65 at the door. 
This ticket includes a wine and appetizer reception 
following the home tour. Saturday tickets are $30 
for members and presale. The non-member price is 
$35 at the door. Patrons may park in one of the City 
garages or on the street. Maps to the homes will be 
available at the Monon Depot.

We look forward to seeing you at our annual holiday 
event as you support the Carmel Clay Historical 
Society’s largest fundraiser!
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http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/legacy-brick-pavers
https://carmelclayhistory.wildapricot.org/event-3588768
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
The Annual Meeting of the General Membership 
was held at Woodland Terrace on October 20. 
Those present voted in favor of the proposed ballot 
of officers and board members. Dan McFeely will 
serve as president and Nick Davis as vice president. 
Christine Owens will serve as secretary, and Deb 
Teets will continue as treasurer. We would like to 
welcome our new board member, Larry Lawhead. 

In 2019, we nearly doubled our membership, had 
three great exhibits and published a book about 
the history of Carmel schools, but the year is not 
over yet! Join us at the Holiday Home Tour for 
one more fun event! The Depot will be closed for 
the winter, but we will open next spring with new 
exhibits and more events!

MEET THE NEW BOARD MEMBER

Larry Lawhead

A lifelong resident 
of Carmel and CHS 
graduate, Larry 
serves on the board 
of directors for the 
Carmel Symphony 
O r c h e s t r a , 
I n d i a n a p o l i s 
Brass Choir, and 
the Center for 
the Performing 
Arts. His passion  
is music, and he 
plays in the Carmel Symphony Orchestra as well as 
several other musical groups around Indianapolis. 

Larry graduated with high distinction from Indiana 
University School of Business and was a member 
of Beta Gamma Sigma, Beta Alpha Psi, and Phi 
Eta Sigma honorary fraternities. He received his 
J.D., cum laude, from the Indiana University Robert 
H. McKinney School of Law in 1981. Larry is admitted 
to practice before all Indiana courts, the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of Indiana, the U.S. 
Tax Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th 
Circuit, and the United States Supreme Court. Prior 
to his admission to the bar, he was a CPA with the 
accounting firm Price Waterhouse & Co.

Katie Kelly
Josh McRoberts
Terri Spillman

Member News
Wendy Anderson
Lori Dearing
Jane Fleck
Ed and Louise Hartigan

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 4th Quarter of 2019!
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in 1888, Poplar Ridge discontinued the high school 
program, but remained open as a common school 
(elementary and middle school).

We wrote a book about Carmel's early school history. 
It's available for $5 at the Monon Depot. It is full of 
stories and recollections of schooldays long ago and 
includes pictures of almost every schoolhouse in 
Carmel. Stop by the Monon Depot to pick up a copy!

OFFICE HOURS THIS WINTER
Our exhibit season has concluded.  
The museum will reopen on the weekends with 
new exhibits next April. All are welcome to call 
our office with any questions or to make an 
appointment to access our archives this winter. 
We can be reached at 317-846-7117. We will 
post information about our 2020 calendar of 
events and exhibits in the coming months, so 
check our website for the latest information.

THANK YOU FRESH THYME 
MARKET!
The Carmel Clay Historical Society would like 
to express our gratitude to Fresh Thyme Market.  
As part of their Giving Bag program, CCHS 
received a donation of $121 in September.  
T h e G i v i n g 
Bag program 
supports local 
n o n - p r o f i t s . 
A s k a b o u t 
the program 
on your next 
visit to Fresh 
T h y m e !

Tidbits from our Facebook Page
Did you know that Carmel High School wasn’t the 
first high school in Carmel? In 1860 the Quakers of 
the Poplar Ridge Monthly Meeting built a private 
high school at Six Points Road and Main Street. 
Because there were so few high schools in the 
entire state, Poplar Ridge was full to overflowing 
with eager students from all over the county. Most 
students ended their education with reading, 
writing, spelling and arithmetic, but the lucky few 
who attended Poplar Ridge took physiology, algebra, 
astronomy, chemistry and other advanced courses. 
Sadly the school burned down in 1871. The monthly 
meeting could not afford to rebuild, so they donated 
the land to Clay Township, which rebuilt the school 
and opened it as a public high school in 1873. 

Public high schools were still a rare thing in Indiana 
in the 1870s. Poplar Ridge Seminary and Carmel 
High School were the only two in Hamilton County at 
the time. After the new Carmel High School opened 

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
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CARMEL CLAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
317-846-7117 • www.carmelclayhistory.org

info@carmelclayhistory.org
Facebook: Carmel Clay Historical Society

Old Town Design Group, Engledow Group, Browning Day 
Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica, 
Indiana Brick Co, Coldwell Banker – Kaiser Real Estate, 

and Ogle Design.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmelClayHistoricalSociety/

