
HOLIDAY HOME TOUR
The 23rd  Annual Holiday  Home  Tour  is almost here, 
and we couldn’t be more excited! This year’s tour 
will feature six homes of a variety of styles from 
historic to mid-century modern to new construction.  
All of the homes are in and around the Carmel 
Arts and Design District. The VIP tour on Friday 
December 6, 6-9pm, will be followed by a reception 
with  wine and appetizers at  the Heath home at  421 
W. Main St.  On Saturday, December 7, attendees 
may tour the homes from 11am-5pm. Both tours are 
walkable and self-guided. 

Patrons may park in one of the City garages or on 
the street. Maps to the homes will be available at 
the Monon Depot. We will post a link on our website 
for tickets on October 1. Friday night VIP tickets 
are $60. Saturday tickets are $25 for members, $30 
presale and $35 at the door.

Volunteers are needed! Contact Debbie Gangstad at 
317-979-4236 to volunteer or with any questions.

 

ROCKIN’ OUT WITH WHJE  
AND CHTV
In 1963 Carmel High School Principal Earl Lemme 
founded WHJE, and Carmel’s first broadcast was 
sent out across town from the transmitter atop the 
school. Over the next fifty-six years, students DJ’ed 
from the booth at CHS and broadcast Greyhound 
games on location, earning the station state and 
national recognition for excellence in broadcasting. 
We are excited to celebrate Carmel’s television and 
radio stations with our exhibit, Rockin' Out with 
WHJE and CHTV. Former DJs and fans alike will 
appreciate a look back at these Carmel institutions. 
The exhibit opens September 14, 1-4pm and 5-9pm, 
at the Monon Depot. CCHS members are invited to 
preview the exhibit on September 13, 5-7pm!

In conjunction with the exhibit, CCHS has invited 
WHJE and CHTV alumni to speak with current 
students on September 26. The discussion will 
take place in Carmel High School’s Dale E. Graham 
Auditorium at 7pm. Everyone is welcome to attend 
this free event. We are very proud of the history of 
these departments at CHS, and we are grateful for 
the collaboration of CHS teachers to share it with 
current students. Visit our website for more details.
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FAMILY HISTORY DAY AT HEPL
October is Family History Month! Carmel Clay 
Historical Society will be taking part in a Family 
History Day event at Hamilton East Public 
Library’s Noblesville Branch on October 12 from 
9:30am to 4pm. Representatives from county’s 
historical societies will take part in a panel 
discussion from 10am to 11am. The event will also 
feature presentations on DNA and Genealogy, 
Alsace-Lorraine Genealogy Research, and 
Beginning German Genealogy. The Computer 
Training Lab will be open for individual research. 
The Indiana Room resources will be highlighted 
with tours and research assistance. Light 
refreshments will be provided. This event begins 
at 9:30am in the Indiana Room and ends at 4pm 

back in the Indiana Room for a few door prizes. 
Registration is required for this event. Visit 
HEPL’s website for more information.

ANNUAL MEETING
CCHS members are invited to attend the Annual 
Meeting of the General Membership on October 20, 
1-2pm, on the lower level of Woodland Terrace (698 
Pro-Med Lane). Executive Director Deb Gangstad 
will present our Year in Review and what is in store 
for 2020.
 
Members will vote on the following candidates. 
Additional nominations from the floor will be 
allowed before the election.
 
Officers (1 year term)
President: Dan McFeely 
Vice President: Nick Davis  
Secretary: Christine Owens 
Treasurer: Deb Teets
 
Board Members (3 year term)
Fred Swift 
Larry Lawhead
Vivian Lawhead
 

Patricia Edwards
Tammy Hardy
Leah Johnson
MaryKay McDaniel
Tim Scher
Pam Smith
Katie Walker
Jane Warwick
George Wiggam

Member News
Sharon Bassler
Mary Jane Becher
Greg and Donna Bonnell
Jim and Marianne Brocke
John Cole
Jessica Corthier
Carolyn Daries
Linda DeGroot
Gary Dufek

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 3rd Quarter of 2019!
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ORIGINS OF THE MONON DEPOT 
By Fred Swift
Few folks who pass the Carmel Clay Historical 
Society's Depot Museum probably realize the 
importance of this modest frame structure to the 
history and development of Carmel. Today, we 
can hardly imagine the isolation of a community 
where there was almost no communication with 
the outside world. Without motorized vehicles, 
or electronic communications, people in Carmel 
only had horses and horse-drawn wagons with 
which to travel the rutted dirt roads. Then the 
railroad came in 1882, and alongside the tracks 
came telegraph lines. The railroad depot became 
the nerve center of the community when it was 
built in the 1880s. The Monon Depot played a 
more important role in the town than just a place 
where passengers could get on or off the train. 

From the 1880s into the early years of the 20th 
century the life blood of a community flowed 
through its railroad station. Towns where there 
was no rail service did not develop and prosper. The 
railroad was vital to the development of Carmel 
and hundreds of other towns across the nation. 
Mail came daily by rail and was left at the depot 
along with merchandise ordered from catalogs, 
freight, building supplies, coal in the winter, 
and ice in the summer. The depot also served 
as the telegraph office for incoming news and 
outgoing business and personal communications. 

Farm products could be shipped out, and local 
residents could take the train to distant locations. 
Before the railroad, travel to nearby towns 
was only possible by horse-drawn carriages. 

After highways were built in the 1920s and 30s, 
cars and trucks became the favored mode of 
transportation. The need for the railroad was 
reduced, but freight and even passenger service 
continued. Passenger service on the Monon 
ended in the early 1960s and freight service in 
1974. In 1975 the railroad closed the depot and 
announced it would be demolished. Hundreds 
of small-town depots were eliminated, but 
Carmel’s town council wanted to preserve the 
landmark and asked railroad officials to give the 
building to the town. The request was granted 
on the condition it would be moved off railroad 

property. Town officials asked the Carmel 
Clay Historical Society if it would take 
on the job of moving and restoring the 
depot as a project for the upcoming 1976 
Bicentennial. The society took possession, 
moved and renovated the building. The 
Monon Depot has served as the historical 
society's home ever since. The depot and 
nearby archives building are open at no 
cost to the public during posted hours.

The Monon Depot sat in a state of disrepair until CCHS took 
ownership.
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All of these improvements were made possible 
by volunteers and supporters. We would like 
to express our gratitude for their generosity!

over 200lbs could compete. Milo weighed in at 279lbs 
to the disbelief of the on-lookers. They demanded he 
weigh-in on a different scale, but he refused. He won 
the race and took home the cash prize.

Tidbits from our Facebook Page
From 1908 to 1916 people from all over the state 
packed the streets of Carmel for the annual Carmel 
Horse Show. We’ve written about the Horse Show 
many times before, and we will again, but for this 
post, we’re just interested in one feature of the 
horse show: the Tug of War! Until 1955, Range Line 
Road was the border between Clay and Delaware 
Township. There was a great rivalry between the 
residents of the two townships, and they settled the 
score at the annual Tug of War.

The rivalry between the townships was so great 
that it even split up families (not really!). One year  
Dr. Kenton Hershey captained the Clay team while 
his brother Milo captained the Delaware team.  
In 1909 Milo’s team lost. He was hungry for a victory 
that day, so he organized a race in which only men 

UPDATES TO THE DEPOT
If you have been by the Depot in the last 
couple of months, you may have noticed some 
improvements. Members of Conner's Trail 
Questers #665 provided a grant to CCHS for 
tinted window film to reduce UV damage to our 
artifacts. We are most grateful to this historic-
minded group! The Hamilton County Master 
Gardeners lent  their time  and talents to plant a 
new butterfly garden on the grounds of the Depot. 
The garden will be educational and enjoyable for 
both children and adults. A special thanks to Pat 
Enney and Sharon Bassler for their leadership in 
creating and maintaining the gardens around the 
Depot! You may have also noticed we have two 
new picnic tables. These were provided to CCHS 
by Eagle Scout Austin Throckmorton, who also 
stained our deck!  Some industrious Barrington 
residents led by Von Ballew and Woody Hurst 
donated several hours of woodworking to 
repair former Carmelot signs donated to 
us by the Carmel Clay Parks Department.  
We can't wait to share these in an exhibit in 2020!
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However, that version of the story is inaccurate. 
In reality, a Quaker meeting in Carmel called the 
Richland Monthly Meeting purchased one and a 
half acres on the southeast corner of Smokey Row 
Road and Range Line Road in the fall of 1867 and 
built a brick school the following year. Rather 
than operating a private school, the Quakers 
leased the building to Delaware Township, which 
furnished the building and opened a public 
graded school (elementary through high school 
in one building) on January 4, 1869. The school 
was originally called Carmel Academy; however, 
as early as 1872 it was more often called Richland 
High School and later Carmel High School 
intermittently. All students from Delaware 
Township and those from Clay who were attached 
to Delaware Township districts for school 
purposes could attend the high school tuition free. 

C l a y 
T o w n s h i p 
had its own 
high school 
called the 
P o p l a r 
R i d g e 
S e m i n a r y . 
U n l i k e 
C a r m e l 
A c a d e m y , 
P o p l a r 
R i d g e 
S e m i n a r y 
did originate 
as a private 
academy. The Poplar Ridge Monthly Meeting 
operated the school from 1860 to 1871. In 1872 
it donated the property to Clay Township, which 
opened a public graded school in 1873. By the 
1880s, both the Poplar Ridge Seminary and Carmel 
High School were outdated and undersized. In 
1887, Clay and Delaware Township partnered to 
build Carmel High School a modern building that 
would accommodate the growing demand for high 
school education and allow Clay to discontinue 
the high school program at Poplar Ridge. 

CARMEL HIGH SCHOOL’S 15OTH 
ANNIVERSARY… THIS YEAR?
After  nearly a  year of  research,  we are excited 
to announce that our book The Early History 
of Carmel Schools will soon be available for 
purchase at the Monon Depot! We looked at 
every record source imaginable to complete this 
comprehensive lookback at Carmel’s log schools, 
one-room district schoolhouses and first high 
school buildings. Carmel is fortunate that so many 
recollections from early citizens were published 
in local papers. John Haines, James Rooker and 
John Mendenhall, among others, wrote detailed 
accounts of their school days, providing us with 
stories and descriptions of the early schools. 

This project produced a lot of interesting, new 
information about Carmel’s educational history, 
but the most groundbreaking discovery dealt 
with the origins of Carmel High School. Until 
1955, Range Line Road was the border between 
Clay and Delaware Township, and one half of 
the town of Carmel lay in each township. The 
traditional history of CHS says that Clay and 
Delaware partnered to establish Carmel High 
School in 1887. There was a private school 
called Carmel Academy that preceded CHS, 
but it was traditionally thought to have been 
operated by the Quaker community in Carmel. 

Original Carmel High School built in 1868

Advertisement for Carmel High School in 1882
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When the new Carmel High School building 
opened in 1888, the administration carried over 
from the old school. David Wells continued as 
principal and high school teacher. Otis Stanton 
continued to teach the intermediate (middle 
school) grades. A history of Carmel published 
in the 1901 CHS yearbook characterized the 
new school as a continuation of the old school. 

“In the year 1868 the Richland Academy was 
built which was occupied until 1888 when the 
school was moved to the present high school 
building.” In 1919 the editor of the Carmel 
Standard allowed the students of Carmel 
High School to publish their yearbook in an 
edition of the newspaper. The yearbook staff 
included a history of Carmel schools, and it also 
suggested that the school simply moved from 
one building to another. “In 1868, the Richland 
Academy was built and occupied until the school 
was moved to the present building in 1888.” 

This new discovery came just in time for 
Carmel High School’s 150th Anniversary this 
year! Celebrate this important milestone by 
picking up a copy of The Early History of 
Carmel Schools at the Monon Depot, and be 
sure to check our Facebook page as we will be 
posting interesting facts from the book this fall!

CARMEL CLAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
317-846-7117 • www.carmelclayhistory.org

info@carmelclayhistory.org
Facebook: Carmel Clay Historical Society

Old Town Design Group, Media Factory, Browning Day 
Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, The National Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica,  
and Indiana Brick Co.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:

Carmel High School built in 1887




