
EXHIBIT OPENING –  
A GOOD OL’ CARMEL 
SUMMERTIME: NORTHERN 
BEACH NOSTALGIA
The sun is shining and the pools are open! We plan 
to celebrate with the opening of a summer-themed 
exhibit, A Good Ol’ Carmel Summertime: Northern 
Beach Nostalgia, on July 13, 1-4pm! CCHS members 
are invited to preview the exhibit on July 12, 5-7pm! 

Northern Beach was created by Herman Merklin. 
Merklin was born in Germany in 1876 and immigrated 
to America at the age of 16. He married Tillie Baker, 
and together they had nine children. Merklin was 
a butcher by trade, but he envisioned building a 
recreational park and swimming area out in the 
country along White River. It would be a place for his 
large family to work and play in the summer. 

In 1921 he purchased twenty-two acres on the 
south side of 116th Street. He built rental cabins and 
prepared a one-thousand-foot beach for a grand 
opening in the summer of 1922. Over the years he 
made many additions to his park: a playground, 
baseball diamonds, basketball courts, tennis courts, 

boating. The most impressive feature came in 1928. 

CARMEL IN THE FIFTIES
By Fred Swift

As the 50s dawned, Carmel was a tight-knit community 
of only 1,009 residents, and the population did not 
increase dramatically during the decade. In 1960 
there were still only 1,500 although surrounding Clay 
Township was beginning to grow more rapidly.

There was a good chance every Carmelite would often 
see every fellow resident since there was only one 
school, one bank, one drugstore, perhaps two or three 
gas stations, two groceries and three churches.  There 
was one, single-screen movie theater appropriately 
called the Carmel Theatre, popular with the younger 
set from both Carmel and a wide surrounding area. 
It was owned by Harry Jones, a retired dentist who 

block of South Range Line.  

Doc Jones hired a family, Jack and Gladys Ford and 
their son Louis, to run the place. They sold the tickets, 
refreshments, showed the movies and maintained 
discipline. Gladys was not bashful about walking the 
aisles and, on occasion, removing a loud or unruly 
teenager. Doc Jones was often present as a greeter. 
He was known to refuse to show a movie because he 
didn't think the content was suitable for a Carmel 
audience, and he refused to increase his 50-cent 

Article continued on page 6
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That year, Merklin built a large, concrete pool that 
was fed by artesian wells and ranged in depth from 
eight inches to nine feet. The pool was lit with 
electric lights. It had a huge slide and several diving 
boards. He built a bathhouse on one side of the pool 
and a shelter house on the other. 

Sadly, Merklin did not get to enjoy his creation for 
very long. He died in 1929, but his family continued to 
operate the park until 1971. Jim Steckley purchased 
the property in 1980, and after an extensive 
renovation, reopened Northern Beach as a private 
park in 1981. 

Many Carmelites have fond memories of Northern 
Beach, and we would like to hear them! Stop by the 
Depot, and we'll record your story. You can also 
email us a comment or video clip. If you have any 
artifacts from Northern Beach, we'd love to borrow 
them for the exhibit.

and get ready for A Good Ol' Carmel Summertime: 
Northern Beach Nostalgia, July 13 – September 1!!

CALLING ALL 
WHJE-CHTV 
ALUMS!
We are looking for 
WHJE-CHTV alums 
to share stories 
and artifacts for an 
exhibit opening in 
early September. 
Please contact us 
at 317-846-7117 or 
email dgangstad@
your calendar for 
Homecoming event 

MAKE YOUR MARK IN 
DOWNTOWN CARMEL!
The Carmel Clay Historical Society has partnered 

on Main Street, Range Line Road, and Midtown 
Plaza! Ever since we launched our online form 

Don’t miss your opportunity to make your 
mark in Carmel. You can engrave a brick with a 
family name or the name of a business or social 
club. They can also be engraved in honor or in 
memory of loved ones. If you have an anniversary, 
championship, ther special occasion you’d 
like to celebrate or memorialize, engrave it on a 
brick! Your message will become a permanent 

more information  
 order.

S P R I N G 
TEA
On April 28, 
94 guests 
joined us at 
W o o d l a n d 
T e r r a c e 
for our 
annual Spring Tea! Darron Chadwick was 
the perfect speaker for this year’s theme, “I 

emember Carmel.” He is the creator of the “I 
Grew Up in Carmel, Indiana,” Facebook group. 
The group’s 6,000 members have shared 
thousands of memories about our city, and 
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Darron gladly accepted a few new members 
to the Facebook group during the Tea! Judy 
Huber shared stories of Carmel in the 1930’s, 
40’s and 50’s from the telephone switchboard 
days. Her mother, Marthabelle Ferrin, was 
one of the operators. Many of our attendees 
could still remember their childhood phone 
number! We were so happy to reminisce with 
all who attended! Thank you for the memories!

Bill Shepherd was the recipient of our Heritage 
Award this year. Sadly Bill passed away at 
the age of 91 about a month before the tea. 
We were honored to present the award to 
his family and to share our appreciation 
for the legacy he left in Carmel. 

Thank you to our event sponsors, Bussell Family 
Funerals, Angela Delise of Scheetz Century 
21 Realty, Current in Carmel, and Woodland 
Terrace. We would also like to thank Nancy 
Childs who graciously chaired this year’s 
luncheon as well as our dedicated volunteers, 
Jan Randall, Cathie Reamer, Jo Smith, and 
Kathy Venable. What an enjoyable day to 
celebrate Carmel and the coming of spring!

STOP BY THE DEPOT THIS 4TH  
OF JULY!
Do you have out-of-
town visitors coming 
to celebrate the 4th of 
July? Bring them to the 
Depot! We will be open 
on July 4 and 5, 10am 

– 4pm, and July 6, 1pm 
– 4pm. Our exhibit Wild, 
Wild, Midwest: Indiana 
Train Heists of the 1800s runs through July 29!

UPCOMING SPEAKER SERIES 
EVENTS
Last year we 
p u b l i s h e d 
a history of 
the Lenape 
village in 
Carmel. The 
tremendous 
f e e d b a c k 
we received 
confirmed 
there is 
a revived 
interest in 
the pre-
settlement 
history of 
our city! 
We are very 
e x c i t e d 
to have 
M i c h a e l 
Pace, a former Assistant Chief of the tribe and 
a descendant of Chief William Anderson, share 
a bit about Lenape history and culture. Pace 
works at Conner Prairie for much of the year, 
educating the public on Delaware/Lenape 
culture, language and the early history of Indiana 
when the tribe was traveling through Ohio and 
Indiana territory. On Thursday, June 20, at 7pm, 

e will present “The Lenape of Indiana” at the 
Carmel Clay Public Library. All our Speaker 
Series events are free; no registration is required.
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HOLIDAY HOME TOUR 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The 23rd Annual Holiday Home Tour is coming 
up, and we need volunteers! Every year hundreds 
of people come from all over Central Indiana to 
see the beautifully decorated homes in Carmel. 
We need your help to create an unforgettable 
tour! If you would like to share your time and 
talents, contact Deb Gangstad at 317-846-7117 
or email dgangstad@carmelclayhistory.org.

“I GREW UP IN CARMEL, 
INDIANA” REUNION
The Carmel Clay Historical Society is sponsoring 
a reunion for Carmel Alumni, members of the “I 
Grew Up in Carmel, Indiana,” Facebook group, 
and anyone who has a Carmel connection and 
would like to meet with others to reminisce about 
days gone by! Gatherings will be planned around 
Main Street to catch up with old (and new!) 
Carmel friends! Stop by the Depot on Saturday, 
August 3, 11am-4pm, and for a $5 donation, 
you’ll receive a wristband that will get you special 
deals from local merchants, including Bub’s 
Burgers, Sun King Brewery, Mudbugs, Agave 
Bar & Grill, and more! Look for details on our 
website and Facebook page in the coming weeks!

Terry and Lezlie Heath
Joe & Joy Law
John Long
Stephanie Miller
Kathryn Nickey
Tony Passwater
Russell and Ruth Schwartz
Brad Sexauer

Member News

Wanda Blanton
Ron Carter
Greg Cline
Janet Delello
Sandra Dowty
Dave Dugan
Sue Ellen Greenlee
Jamie Goodhard

We were saddened by the passing of Bill Shepherd this quarter. Our thoughts are with his family.

We welcome the following New Members who joined CCHS in the 2nd Quarter of 2019!
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"The Legend Of The Reno Brothers"

Film Screening

www.carmelclayhistory.org
e: info@carmelclayhistory.org, p: 317-846-7117 

In connection with:
"Wild, Wild, Midwest: Indiana Train Heists of the 1800s" 

on display at the Monon Depot Museum

Carmel Clay Historical Society Presents:

Before Jesse James; before Billy the Kid; before Tombstone – there was the Reno Gang.
 

Come and join the Carmel Clay Historical Society as we wrap up our “Wild, Wild, Midwest: Indiana Train
Heists of the 1800s” exhibition with a free public screening of the film "The Legend of the Reno Brothers".
"The Legend of the Reno Brothers" is a 2013 American Western documentary film by Hangman's Crossing
Productions and director Anthony Susnick. It is the true story of the legendary brothers from Seymour,
Indiana who terrorized the Midwest after the Civil War with their gang of more than 100 other outlaws. 

 The Reno Gang became so successful that the Adams Express Company and railroad tycoons hired Allan
Pinkerton to capture the brothers.

The film tells the brutal story of not just the brothers, but of a growing Indiana town filled with corruption
and inhabited by thieves, counterfeiters, and murderers, that was at one time considered one of the most

dangerous places in the United States. It’s a forgotten part of history with a finale that caused an
international incident that made newspapers all over the world.

 
Run time 90 minutes, Unrated. Recommended for ages 13 and up-violence, alcohol usage, strong language

 

Tuesday, July 2nd
7:00-8:30pm

Carmel Clay Public Library
Free and Open to the Public
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CONTINUED...
There was often chatter at school on Monday about 
who was seen with whom at the movie over the 
weekend, or who had been thrown out by Gladys. 

School was a 12-grade, three-level structure 
on East Main Street where a newer portion 

section of the present high school was built in 
1958 for $1.5 million. Nearly half the cost 
went for a 4,400-seat gym where the entire 
Clay Township school district's population 
could be seated).  In the old building, grades 
one through six were found on the main 

the lower and upper level. The cafeteria, 
home economics and science rooms were 
in a separate, smaller building to the west. 
In the mid-50s the school was headed by 
Principal Olin Swinney. He liked to maintain 
discipline, too, just like Gladys at the theatre. 

The school authorized a virtually mandatory 
chapel service for high schoolers. 
Protestants had a service in the auditorium 

Tidbits from our Facebook Page
TIDBITS FROM OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE
The Hi-Lite, Carmel High School’s student 
newspaper, was started in 1935 by faculty member 

advertising so that it could be distributed to the 
students at no charge. Early editions did not include 
photographs but was illustrated by the students. 

have many old copies of the Hi-Lite in our collection. 
Of particular interest are the April editions of the 
years 1945-1947. There were no yearbooks published 

of the senior class and included other features like 
class histories that would normally be published in 
a yearbook. If you are curious about what Carmel 
students were up to and what they were interested 
in decades , stop by the Depot and take a look at 
our Hi-Lite collection.

Carmel Theater
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and Catholics in the study hall. Almost no one 
refused to attend, and there was never a question 
about separation of church and state that I recall. 

few courses beyond the basics. The foreign 
language department, for example, had two 

Spanish and French in alternating years. Most 
seemed to enjoy their school experience. 
Students knew all their classmates. Teachers 
knew all the students. My class had 85 members. 
The kids were not totally innocent, but drugs 
and hard rock were unknown to them. There 
were pranks that now and then went a bit too far.

One night in 1956 while Principal Swinney 
and his wife were entertaining guests at their 
home, someone painted a guest’s car 
from bumper to bumper with blue house 
paint. On Monday morning a furious Mr. 
Swinney called convocation for all 160 or 
so CHS male students. He informed us 
that the guilty party would either confess 
by noon or the State Police would come 
the next day to administer lie detector tests 
to all. Poor Mr. Swinney learned later that 
he had the wrong suspects. It was a girl’s 
slumber party group that painted the car.
Secrets were hard to keep in the 1950s in 
Carmel. You certainly did not want to try to 
have a private conversation on the telephone. 
The phones were all a multi-party line system, 

it wasn't touchtone or dial. If you li ted the receiver, 
an operator came on saying "number please."

Picking up the phone to listen while your neighbor 
was talking was common, and word traveled 
fast. The system had its advantages, if you heard 

school score, you just asked one of the operators. 
They knew everything it seemed. My next door 
neighbor was an operator, so I learned a lot of 
things that way. In the spring of 1956, dial phones 
came to Carmel and that chapter ended forever.

Leading and shaping the community during the 
decade were such folks as Marcus Kendall, Martha 
Ferrin, Phil Correll, Minnie Doane, Leroy New, 
John Morris, Avriel Shull and Rue Hinshaw. These 
were people who made things happen in Carmel. 
They're all gone now, but they helped prepare 
and shape the community and its institutions 
for the decades of tremendous growth to follow.

Municipal services in Carmel in the 50s were 
limited. There was only one policeman, Marvie 

no secret. His car could often be spotted parked 
beside his home. Marvie was a good guy. Carmel 

the late 50s. If he recognized your car, Marvie 
would put a couple of pennies in the meter if it 
had expired. He would then  mention to you later 
that you needed to watch your time a little closer.

Carmel High School

Carmel Fire Station on 1st Ave SW
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long before Waste Management or the others 
set up shop here. John would pick up your 
trash for $3 a month. He picked up litter on 
the streets for free. John's personal appearance 
was not appealing, and his language was 
not polished, but he was a good citizen who 
performed a needed service and did it well. 

At Brown's Drugstore it was not unusual to see the 

Gun all talking together. In other words, everyone 
socialized pretty freely regardless of their position.

The drugstore, movie theate  and old high school 
are among the landmarks that are long gone. 
Other destinations no longer with us include such 
places as the Block Mansion and Northwood. 
Groups of youngsters used to get a kick out of 
driving out to the vacant former summer home 
of the Meier Block family near a very rural 126th 
and Gray Rd. The Block farm was essentially the 
ground where Brookshire subdivision and golf 

was always backed by a number of volunteers. 

on First Ave SW sounded and volunteers 
came running. The siren also sounded at noon 
and 10 p.m. every day. I was never sure why.  

The only park was the privately owned Northern 
Beach, which in those days had a pool. It was 
a great pool because a portion of it was shaded 
by large trees. The pool and the park had a sign 
during these times at the front gate that read: 
White Patrons Only. That was the only tangible 
evidence of racial prejudice I ever saw in Carmel. 

Mass transit which we hear about so much 
today, came in the form of the Sheridan Bus 
Line. The privately owned service from Sheridan 
to downtown Indy stopped anywhere and 
anytime to pick up anyone along the route. 
In bad weather Brown's Drugstore on North 
Range Line served as the local bus station.

The drugstore owned and operated by John Brown 
also served as a downtown social center. At the 
counter and at a few tables, locals would gather 

owners and workers would often come at lunchtime, 
and teenagers would congregate after school.

One of the drugstore patrons was John "Two 
Gun" Brunson. He was Carmel's trash man 

John "Two Gun  Brunson

Northern Beach
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business in a way hard for us to imagine today. 
Not only was gas 29 cents a gallon as late as 1959, 
but at Parsley's you didn't have to pay  at least not 
right then. John would pump your gas, check the 
oil and then just wave as he said, "I got ya." That 
meant he would remember to record the amount, 
and you could pay at the end of the month. John 
trusted you to 
come back, and 
you trusted him 
to charge the 
correct amount. 
That was John 
Parsley, and 
that's the kind 
of place Carmel 
was in the 50s. 

course are now located. Far back from Gray Road 
stood the supposedly haunted Block Mansion. 
Kids loved to go there just to try to scare each 

night. Today, owner's liability and trespass laws 
would prohibit any thought of such activity. 
In the 50s no one seemed to worry about it.

Then, there was Northwood. It was a hangout 
for teens from Carmel, and from that somewhat 
elitist North Central. Northwood had started 
as a truck stop in the early days, but found its 
niche as a drive-in restaurant. It was located at 
91st St. and U.S. 31, which was not Carmel but 
close enough to visit without raising parents' 
concerns. Northwood served their sandwiches 
on toast instead of buns. I still like that.

Before going to Northwood, one might have to 
get gas at Parsley's Standard Station which did 

Phil Parsley working on a 
car in the garage

CARMEL CLAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
317-846-7117 • www.carmelclayhistory.org

info@carmelclayhistory.org
Facebook: Carmel Clay Historical Society

Old Town Design Group, Media Factory, Browning Day 
Mullins Dierdorf, Woodland Terrace of Carmel,  

Sun King Brewery, Current in Carmel , Church Church 
Hittle + Antrim (CCHA), Wedgewood Building Co,  
The Barrington, Rangeline Self Storage, Fine Craft 

Builders, Bank of Indianapolis, Ceramica,  
and IBC Brick Co.

SPECIAL THANKS IS EXTENDED 
TO OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS:


