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Outlaws, Pinkertons, and train heists inspire thoughts of 

the Wild West. However, the first train robbery in the 

United States happened right here in Indiana. From the 

infamous Reno Gang to the Monon Train Robbery of 

1885, Indiana railways became a hotbed for criminal 

opportunity during the Industrial Revolution. Join us for 

the opening of our exhibit Wild, Wild, Midwest: Indiana 

Train Heists of the 1800s on April 13, 1-4pm, as we 

explore the real life stories of bandits and train robbers 

along Indiana railways. CCHS members are invited to 

preview the exhibit on April 12, 5-7 pm.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarmelClayHistoricalSociety/
http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/about/membership
http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/about/ways-to-give


Speaker Series

Spring Tea
The flowers will be blooming soon and that means it’s time for our annual Spring Tea! This year’s theme is "I 

Remember Carmel". Speaker Darren Chadwick will discuss his inspiration for creating the popular "I Grew Up in 

Carmel, Indiana" Facebook page. Attendees will also have a chance to share their favorite memories of Carmel. 

Join us on April 28 from 1-3 pm at Woodland Terrace for lunch with friends and an afternoon of reminiscing. 

Check our website in the coming weeks for registration.  

On March 26, 1977, Market Square Arena was packed 

with 17,490 fans to see Carmel take on the favored East 

Chicago Washington Senators in the basketball State 

finals. We are excited to kick off our Speaker Series with 

a video presentation of Carmel’s incredible victory. 

Debbie Clark Gangstad will present “Carmel’s Own 

March Madness: IHSAA State Champions 1977” in the 

Carmel Clay Public Library’s Program Room on March 

27, 7 pm.

In the 1860s, the Reno gang from Jackson County, 

Indiana, wreaked havoc across the state, robbing banks, 

trains and county treasuries. Sheriffs, Pinkerton 

detectives, and other local vigilante groups mobilized to 

enact justice. On May 5, 2 pm, Justin Clark presents 

“Outlaws, Pinkertons, and Vigilantes: The Reno Gang 

and its Enemies” at the Carmel Clay Public Library.

All our Speaker Series events are free and no registration 

is required. Visit our website for the full schedule of 

programs here.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/programs


Meet our New Museum Director

Meet Our New Board Member-Sue Wolfgang
I have lived in Carmel my entire life - all 61 years of it.  In fact, I have always lived within the 

same square mile - in and around what’s now the Arts & Design District.  I have fond memories 

of hanging out with my friends at the counter of Gilbert Drugstore and enjoying root beer floats 

before heading down the street to the Trend House for penny candy sold from countertop jars and 

put in white paper bags.  Sometimes my dad and I would watch the occasional freight train rumble 

through town, past the train station in its original location and past the giant grain elevator, on its 

journey to Lafayette or Chicago.   

I attended Carmel Elementary, Carmel Junior High and Carmel High School, graduating with the 

“Spirit of ‘76” class.  I followed that up with a degree in criminal justice from IUPUI.  I have one 

daughter, Kelsey, who went to the same three schools and graduated from Purdue University.  

Kelsey works in management at Conner Prairie and enjoys participating in comedy improvisation 

and local theater.  She also directs a children’s theater improv group at the Civic Theatre.   

My first job out of college was as a reporter (and later a columnist) with the Carmel Topics 

newspaper.  For several years I was able to report on both the current events and history of 

Carmel, learning more with each interview and story.  For the past 21 years, I have worked for the 

City of Carmel in various capacities - as Assistant Court Clerk for Carmel City Court for 10 years 

followed by a couple of years as Office Manager in the Department of Community Services.  For 

the past 10 years I have served as Employee Benefits Manager in the Department of Human 

Resources.  I am very humbled and proud to have served our city for so many years and look 

forward to many more.

Because I have spent my entire life in Carmel, and because this city I love has given me so much 

in return, this chance to serve on the CCHS Board will be an opportunity for me to give back by 

helping to discover and preserve Carmel’s rich history.  There are so many more stories to tell!

Amy Grove began her position as Museum Director and City Archivist at Carmel 

Clay Historical Society in December 2018. Amy develops programming and 

exhibitions for the museum, as well as serves as the newly appointed archivist for the 

city of Carmel.  Amy's curatorial background also lends her to be responsible for the 

digitization and cataloging of the city’s photographic archives. She came to CCHS 

via an interesting road littered with museums (The Children’s Museum of 

Indianapolis, CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center, Indianapolis 

Museum of Art, Columbus Museum of Art, Tower of London, Historic Royal 

Palaces, Stowe House and Gardens) and university teaching positions (IUPUI, Ivy 

Tech Community College, Art Institute of Indianapolis). Amy plans to continue to 

grow CCHS’s development of innovative programming while also developing new 

methods of community engagement via exciting exhibits. She enjoys her current 

position at CCHS as it allows her to share her knowledge of history and museum 

experience while promoting the city’s vibrant future. In addition to CCHS, Amy still 

finds time to teach Art History and Art Appreciation courses at Ivy Tech Community 

College, and works part-time at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis in their 

Humanities galleries. When she is not engrossed with art or history, she enjoys 

sewing, traveling, and spending time with husband Kole and their pets!



SUPPORT CCHS WITH 
AMAZON SMILE

NEW BOOK ABOUT CARMEL FARMS

TIDBITS FROM OUR FACEBOOK 
PAGE

Amazon has created a way for consumers to support 

their favorite charities by simply shopping on Amazon. 

The program is called Amazon Smile. When you shop 

on Amazon Smile and choose CCHS as your charity, 

0.5% of your eligible purchases will be donated to 

CCHS! There is no cost to consumers to shop through 

Amazon Smile, so please consider designating CCHS as 

your charity today! You can find a link to Amazon Smile 

on our home page or by clicking the image.

Carmel’s agricultural roots run deep, and researcher John 

Graves has written an extensive history of the farms that 

used to cover the landscape of our city! All are welcome 

to visit the Depot to look at our copy. You may also 

order a copy for your personal library. Click the image 

for information on ordering a copy. 

There is a statue of a dog at the grave of Bruce Meighen in 

Farley Cemetery that has long intrigued residents. We posted 

the story behind the statue at the request of several members. 

Bruce was a pilot for US Airways for 25 years. His six-year-old 

German shepherd, Tuffy, was accustomed to waiting for him to 

come home. Bruce’s wife Norma recalled that Tuffy “was 

always by the door whenever it opened, and when Bruce just 

never came home, Tuffy finally died.” Tuffy’s death followed 

three months after Bruce passed. Norma placed the statue at the 

foot of Bruce’s grave as a tribute to the two friends.

Tuffy is not buried in the Farley Cemetery, but there was a dog buried at the old Carmel Cemetery in 1946 that 

stirred up quite a controversy. After word got out that Samuel Bray’s collie was placed in a casket and buried next to 

him, people were irate. Plot owners requested that the cemetery’s trustees remove the pet. When they would not, the 

plot owners sued. The complaint read in part that the burial was, “a continuing insult and affront to the sentiments 

and feelings . . . and an offensive lack of respect for the honored, admired and beloved men, women and children 

who were laid to rest by their families.” Bray’s wife had the dog removed four days before the lawsuit was filed, but 

that information was not shared until much later. The court finally issued a decree that acknowledged removal had 

taken place and prohibited the cemetery from permitting any future pet burials.

http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/
http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Tri-Fold-Marketing-Flyer.pdf


DECEMBER 2016 TRENDSIMPRINTMAGAZINE .COM
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

March 27, 7 pm

Speaker Series – "Carmel’s Own March Madness: IHSAA State Champions 1977” by Debbie Clark Gangstad

At the Carmel Clay Public Library

 

April 12 , 5-7 pm

Member Preview – Wild, Wild, Midwest: the Monon Train Heist of 1885

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

April 13, 1-4 pm

Exhibit Opening – Wild, Wild, Midwest: the Monon Train Heist of 1885

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

April 28, 1-3 pm

Spring Tea – “I Remember Carmel”

At Woodland Terrace

 

May 5, 2 pm

Speaker Series – “Outlaws, Pinkertons, and Vigilantes: The Reno Gang and its Enemies” 

by Justin Clark

At the Carmel Clay Public Library

 

June 20, 7 pm

Speaker Series – “The Lenape of Carmel” by Michael Pace

At the Carmel Clay Public Library

 

July 12, 5-7 pm

Member Preview – A Good Ol’ Carmel Summertime: Northern Beach Nostalgia

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

July 13 , 1-4 pm

Exhibit Opening – A Good Ol’ Carmel Summertime: Northern Beach Nostalgia

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

September 6, 5-7 pm

Member Preview – Rockin’ Out with WHJE and CHTV

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

September 7, 1-4 pm

Exhibit Opening – Rockin’ Out with WHJE and CHTV

At the Monon Depot Museum

 

December 6th and 7th

Holiday Home Tour

For more information please contact us at:  info@carmelclayhistory.org or by phone at 317-846-7117










