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WE COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU, 
KATHERINE!
 The day I arrived to volunteer for 
the Carmel Clay Historical Society, 
I found a tall blonde, surrounded by 
chaos who processed aloud, talked 100 
mph, appeared to have little patience 
and who taught me to use the Museum 
program, Past Perfect. My instruction 
lasted about 15 minutes. Did I have 
any questions?  
 I instantly loved her. I loved 
volunteering with her at the CCHS 
office. She worked so fast, so effectively, 
juggling everything from cleaning the bathrooms 
(at the Archives and the Depot), to writing grants, 
to coordinating a new exhibits. I had never met 
anyone who could do so much in such little time 
with such passion and enthusiasm. She had specific 
“work hours”, but she seemed to work constantly. I 
received assignments at midnight and had questions 
answered, cheerfully, while she was on vacation in 
far, far away locations.  
 The application for the National Register status for 
the Depot started many years ago, but it was Katherine 
who moved things along and made it a reality.  When 
the future of the McShane property came into doubt, 
Katherine engaged Indiana Landmarks. Her passion 
for history resulted in bringing people together to 
save one of the oldest houses in our community.  
 Watching Katherine interact with our 
membership at our programs and teas, I saw a 
woman, who despite being generations younger 
than her demographic, was comfortable with her 
clientele and they were comfortable with her. She 
was truly interested in them and what they had to 
say. If someone was in a wheelchair, she would kneel 
down next to them to chat. She was always “hands 
on”, making them feel the value that they had as an 
important part of our community.  
 Katherine is a walking encyclopedia of Carmel 
history. For a person who moved here only a few 1

years ago, she is able to answer 
virtually any question you might 
have about all of Clay Township. 
When she happens to learn a new 
fact from someone, you can see 
her go on total alert, questioning 
and comprehending yet another 
point of Carmel history.  
 Katherine’s ability to write is 
amazing. She writes at lightning 
speed. Grant applications were 
completed on a frequent basis. 

We needed a Case for a Capital Campaign and I 
believe that she wrote a 16 page rough draft in 24 
hours.  We are still using it with little editing. 
 She has used her museum background to go 
assess everything in the Archives and determine 
what each item contributes to our history. We did 
not and do not have the space to store everything 
so we digitize as much as possible and Katherine 
expedited our digitization by sharing our need with 
John Graves. John started giving us a grant each year 
for digitization. 
 If you ever came to the “campus” on a snowy day, 
Katherine was the one who shoveled the grass so that 
it would be easier for our people to get to the door. 
She also put down salt, concerned that someone 
might break a hip. 
 I would say that Katherine was the best $12,000 
a year we ever invested.  She has more passion for 
Carmel history than most of our life long residents. If 
we ever get to build a new Archive building, the least 
we can do is name a restroom for her. She has made 
an amazing difference to our historical future.

—Jennifer Hershberger
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New Board Members
 We are proud to welcome our new board 
member this quarter. Their unique areas of 
expertise and shared love of local history from 
our board members are key to forming a talented 
and active community. 
 
 David Jackson of David Jackson & Co. has 
been designing and producing special events 
for Indiana clients for the past 24 years. He  
maintains a design studio in the Indiana Design 
Center in Carmel.

Welcome to New Members
Cynthia Love
Kim McCormick
James Eckert
Susan Eckert
Nancy Manien

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers!
Jim Blessing 
Susan Bock
Bob Campell
Elli Carter
Nancy Childs
Nick Davis
Brittany Deeds
Katherine Dill
Lester Fleener
Ethel Folger
Debbie Ganstead
Janet Guildenbecher
J.C. Heed
Jennifer Hershberger

Nick Davis, President 
Rosemary Waters, Treasurer 
Christine Owens, Recording Secretary

Board Members:
Eric Bell
Jim Burrell
Nancy Childs
Rebecca Geyer

Kelly Hindman
David Jackson
Brian McFarland
Janelle Morrison
Jennifer Hershberger*

Fred Swift*

* ex-officio member

Carol Hinkley
David Jackson
Donna Jones
Linda Kennan
Kitty McGinity
Alan Potasnik
Cathie Reamer
Joan Roberts
Joyce Rogers
Eve Simpson
Ginny Terpening
Herb Van Keuren
Rosemary Waters
Andy Wright
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A word from the Director
 As we are wrapping up 2014, and winding down 
our school tours and exhibits, I am geared towards 
opening new chapters and looking forward. I am 
eager for the new calendar year to bring with it a 
refreshed agenda of new activities and re-energized 
old favorites. I have enjoyed my first quarter 
immensely—getting to know our membership, 
studying the collection, brainstorming ways to 
attract new audiences—and what I have seen 
thus far has given me renewed confidence in the 
importance of our mission to research, preserve, 
and interpret the history of Carmel. 

 Next year will mark the Carmel Clay Historical 
Society’s 40th year in existence—what a reason 
for celebration! This is also a time to reflect on our 
growth, and strategically plan our future to ensure 
our continued success in the community. With 
the expertise of local historians and researchers, 
organizational strengthening studies, visitor 
surveys, the hard work and dedication of our 
Board of Directors, plus the generous gifts of time 
and donations from our membership, we are on a 
sure path to success. 

 I am pleased to see how 2014 is coming to a 
close, and all the opportunities that lie ahead in 
2015. Thank you for continuing to be an active part 
of your local history. 

Holiday Home Tour 
 Our annual Holiday Home Tour will take place 
on December 5th and 6th. Our tour will begin this 
year at Coxhall Gardens. We are so excited for 

you to see the beautiful 
homes decorated for 
the holidays. Come for 
the architecture, the 
history, and to get into 
the holiday spirit. Begin 
your holiday season 
with the CCHS.  

We recommend that 
you purchase tickets 

early. Visit our website for more information at  
www.carmelclayhistory.org/programs/holiday-
home-tour.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Do you recognize this longtime Carmel family 
having Thanksgiving dinner in 1953? Check our 
Facebook page for the answer.

Tips For Healthy Books
Some tips for caring for your aging books:
 — Shelve books with bookends very tightly, 

being sure to keep all books perfectly upright.
 — Keep especially fragile books, scrapbooks and 

photo albums flat.
  —Do not oil leather bindings.
 — Avoid placing bookcases against exterior walls 

that may expose the books to higher levels  
of humidity.

 — Use a support when opening a book to read; 
refrain from leaving a book open flat on  
a table.
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The Art of Love Letters 
 “Electronic letters are immensely convenient 
– they are often more readable, they are received 
virtually as soon as they are finished by the writer 
and can be passed on when they contain important 
information relevant to a whole family or group of 
people as soon as they’ve been received. But will 
they ever be as richly humane as the handwritten 
letter, as redolent of a particular personality? 
Think of the magic of Keats’ last letters, with their 
beautiful expression and clear, pained, almost 
painted hand; to look at one, even in facsimile, 
is to feel that you are close to the author.”  
(Philip Hensher, author of The Missing Ink) 

 It is this intimacy that makes a letter the perfect 
vehicle for a profession of love. There is something 
so romantic and purposeful in the process of sitting 
down to put one’s emotions down on paper that it 
strikes a chord in our hearts that no email will ever 
be able to reach. Sadly, this is a waning practice—
making the permanence and personality of the love 
letter all the more powerful in today’s world.

And with this is mind, we will be celebrating the 
art of the love letter with an exhibit next year. 
We therefore would like to ask you to share your 
love letters with us! How many letters have you 
kept over the years? Do you have an interesting, 
beautiful, or moving handwritten letter that you 
has been passed down in your family? Let’s keep 
the art of love letters alive. Drop in with your letter 
anytime during our operating hours, and help 
contribute to the celebration of handwritten love 
letters. (All letters will be returned.)

Where will you leave your 
history? –By: Katherine Dill
 Amidst the tangled trees and bushes on the west 
side of the Monon Greenway stand reminders of 
the activity that once took place when the Monon 
Railroad ran along this line: telegraph poles. 
Unlike the train depot that was deliberately saved 
and turned into the Monon Depot Museum, these 
decaying poles cut at Carmel’s old saw mill were 
just left behind.  

 Much of our personal history survives because it 
was simply left behind.  Frankly, someone was lucky 
enough to find records of our lives in attics, closets, or 
even estate sales. It was chance. Part of preservation 
is having the foresight, the intent, to save something. 
That may come in the form of donating to Indiana 
Landmarks a protective easement around a historic 
property. It may be restoring and finding a new use 
for an old barn. But it also can be deliberately making 
arrangements to donate your family papers and 
photographs to a local historical society or museum 
so your great-grandchildren can read about your life 
in your hometown, so they can see where you spent 
your days.

 Do you want the record of your life stored in an 
attic? Will you leave to chance that someone down 
the road might throw away all the family letters and 
photographs you’ve kept for decades? Or are you 
going to ensure a record of you and your history is 
kept? Where will you leave your history?



My Life STory: THe MoffiTTS

 Few families have a longer tradition in Carmel 
than the Moffitts. This exhibit will trace the 
family from its arrival in Carmel until today, 
exploring their extensive roots and rich local 
history. Who knows…maybe you are closer to 
the Moffitts than you would have guessed!

GaLLery WaLkS

Beginning this spring we will become an official 
stop on the Carmel Arts & Design District 
Gallery Walk map. Stop in and see us every 
Second Saturday!

Monon MonDayS 

Check our website to see where we will be on the 
first Monday of each month at 5:30pm.

CALENDAR  2015

Add these upcoming events 
to your calendar!
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For more information on all these programs, 

 visit— www.carmelclayhistory.org  

Looking forward…Stay tuned for more on these 
and more upcoming events.

HoLiDay HoMe Tour 

December 5th and 6th. Get your tickets early!

THe Love LeTTer 

This exhibit opening in February, will look at the 
particularities of handwritten letters and their 
ability to express emotion and intimacy in ways 
newer technologies cannot. Come peer into the 
personal lives of historic Carmel residents and 
their innermost romantic sentiments. Learn 
about courtship, notions of love, and the lasting 
power of the written word. 

THe arT of LeTTer WriTinG 

In March, come listen to our guest speaker talk 
about the importance of this tradition in today’s 
digital world, and the unique qualities of this 
increasingly outmoded form of communication. 
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Trick-or-TreaT
Trick-or-Treating on October 25th, the Depot opened its doors to 
welcome trick-or-treaters in the Arts & Design District. The weather 
cooperated and the kids had a great time. Here is one little soccer 
player, who happened to be celebrating a birthday as well.

annuaL MeeTinG 
Our Annual Meeting took place in 
September this year to take advantage of 
the warm weather and enjoy our beautiful 
lawn. Debbie Gangstead received our 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Former 
Carmel mayor, Jane Reiman received our 
Heritage Award, recognizing a woman 
who has made a significant contribution to 
Carmel’s history.
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LaW & orDer: carMeL STyLe
What a treat! Our Law & Order lecture at the library brought together five of 
Carmel’s police chiefs (including the first police chief, Jim Beard, and our current 
police chief, Tim Green.) Jim Garretson served as moderator, adding his own 
wealth of Carmel knowledge to the dialogue. The conversation that ensued was 
one-of-a-kind, filled with personal stories that made us laugh, admire and  
re-think our perceptions of law enforcement. Thank you to Jim Beard, Gary 
Barney, Bob Smith, Don Allen, and Chief Tim Green for their participation. 

Monon MonDay
Sometimes you want to visit a 
museum…and sometimes you want a 
drink with friends--Monon Mondays 
are for the latter. On the first Monday 
of each month CCHS members and 
friends are invited to join us at a local 
pub for drinks, appetizers, and good 
conversation. Everyone is welcome! 
Here is our last Monon Monday at 
The Pint Room.

coffee WiTH THe Tour GuiDeS
Ahh, finally our tour guides get to put up 
their feet—for a little while at least! The 
tour guides met with Whitney Dennis at 
SoHo Cafe to review another successful 
season of school tours and brainstorm 
new ideas for next year. 

inTernaTionaL 
arTS feSTivaL
The CCHS participated in 
the IAF and gathered some 
interesting information on 
places of birth of passersby 
and also sold pottery by 
local artists, Strawtown 
Pottery, while informing 
the public about our 
mission and activities. 

voLunTeer appreciaTion BreakfaST
Because without you, this place wouldn’t be the same!  
Former director and current Collections Manager, Katherine Dill 
welcomed volunteers in her home in Carmel where we enjoyed 
coffee and pastries with the current director, Whitney Dennis. 
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Kelly Hindman


