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CCHS to Hire New 
Executive Director

 After four years at the helm of the 
CCHS, Katherine Dill is resigning her 
position as executive director. "As my 
children have gotten older, I find my 
time stretched thin and want to ensure 
I am as available to them as I can be. 
However, I plan to stay involved with the 
CCHS as a volunteer curator. By handing 
administrative tasks over to someone else,  
I will be able to focus my energy on 
collections, exhibits, and maintaining and 
building relationships." 
 A search committee has already begun 
interviewing candidates to fill the position, 
and the new director should be in place by 
the September 21 CCHS annual meeting, 
allowing our membership to meet him or 
her. Dill will remain with the CCHS until 
a new director is hired and will remain 
available to help transition that individual 
into the job.

Flappers and Dappers: A Speakeasy
 As the CCHS wraps up its traveling exhibit  
Hoosiers and Their Hooch: Perspectives on 
Prohibition, sponsored by Kroger, we will celebrate 
20′s style. We’ll operate an old-fashioned speakeasy 
and plenty of “hooch” will be available, along with 
heavy hores d’ourves. Local band Barometer Soup 
will provide live entertainment, and gambling 
tables will be set up where guests can try their luck. 
(Of course we’re not using real money….this was a 
Quaker town! Chips will hold no value, and gambling 
will be for entertainment purposes only.)
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 Hamilton County wasn’t immune to the secretive 
making of libations. While women were busy with 
involvement in the local chapter of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, a lot of men were 
sneaking a drink. Join us at The Bridgewater Club 
October 10 for a throwback to the days when getting 
a drink required you to go to a back room and sip on 
homemade spirits. Flapper and Dapper attire — aka 
20′s dress — is highly encouraged by not required.
 Admission of $50 for CCHS members and $60 for 
nonmembers will include food, beer, gambling, and 
live entertainment. Cash bar will be provided.
To purchase tickets, visit https://carmel-speakeasy- 
2014.eventbrite.com/
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Welcome to New Members
Don Allen 
Tammy Bowman
Zachary Burton
Hal & Teresa Espey
Jeff Hampton
Linda & Barry Hansen 
David Jackson 
Mary Kissel
Kevin & Rosalie Lavelle
Chris Roach

Allen County Public Library

 Continued on page 4

Thanks to the following volunteers who 
donated their time in the third quarter: 
Susan Bock
Zachary Burton
Bob Campbell 
Nancy Childs
Debbie Gangstad 
Rebecca Gueyer
JC Heed
Christine Owens 
Ginny Terpening 
Paxton Waters 
Rosemary Waters
Madeline Xu 

Pictures Speak of our Past
 Our city grows and changes at an ever 
increasing rate. Photographs are a great resource 
to help us retain memories of our city as it was in 
decades past. In order to make sure these images 
and memories are available to future generations, 
it is important that they are properly cared for 
and stored. 

DIgITAL SCAnS
 Photographs are comprised of chemical 
solutions on a supporting material, usually paper. 
They deteriorate and fade over time. The best 
way to ensure the images are never lost and do 
not degrade is to make a digital copy of them. 
Scans should be made at a resolution of no less 
than 600dpi. Scans made for archival purposes 
should be saved as TIF files. Desktop scanners are 
adequate for making archival-worthy scans. Once 
scanned, photographs can be enhanced using 
software such as Adobe Photoshop.

CARING FOR yOUR PHOTOGRAPHS
 It is recommended that you handle old  
photographs as little as possible, especially if 

the paper is brittle and crumbling. Because 
the emulsion layers of early photographs are 
especially fragile, experts suggest that you refrain 
from attempting to clean them. Some sources 
suggest removing surface dust by gently moving 
a dry, soft brush across the image, or dabbing a 
putty eraser to remove finger prints, but even these 
seemingly innocuous methods can dislodge bits of 
the image and cause more damage than good. 
 Conservation experts also suggest that you 
refrain from attempting to mend torn and 
tattered photos. It is also recommend that you do 
not attempt to remove tape or other adhesives. 
Instead, images in such condition should be taken 
to conservation professionals for proper mending. 
The Indiana Historical Society has a Conservation 
Lab where the photographs can be assessed and 
restored. Our own Katherine Dill has some 
experience in the methods used by the IHS and 
would be happy to be a starting point for anyone 
interested in having their photographs restored.



3

Annual Membership Meeting 
September 21
 The 2014 Membership Meeting will be held in 
September for the first time. We are excited to take 
advantage of the favorable weather of early fall as 
we meet on the grounds of the Depot September 
21 at 2 p.m. In lieu of a picnic or pitch-in as we've 
done in the past, light refreshments will be served 
as we mingle this year. Those present will nominate 
and vote for the 2015 CCHS Board of Directors and 
approve changes to our bylaws. Katherine Dill will 
present the year in review. As we say goodbye and 
express our gratitude for her service, we will also 
welcome and meet the new executive director.
 We will also present the Heritage Award, honoring 
a woman who has made a significant contribution to 
Carmel's history: our second mayor and long-time 
member of CCHS Jane Reiman. Jane moved to 
Carmel in 1967. She served on the first Carmel City 
Council from 1976 to 1979 and as Mayor from 1980 
to 1987. Her mayoral terms saw a period of great 
population and economic growth, including the 
development of the Meridian Corridor, St Vincent 
Hospital, Forest Dale Elementary School, Flowing 
Well Park and the first phase of Carmel Civic Square. 
We will also present the Volunteer of the Year award 
at the meeting. We’ll announce the recipient at the 
meeting on September 21st. We hope to have many 
members present for a lively celebration of another 
year in history! If you have a lawn chair, please 
bring one. A limited number of folding 
chairs will be available.
 Jennifer Hershberger donated and hung 
another sign on the archives, this one on the north 
end of the building. This will help visitors who come 
to our street address at 211 1st Street SW (the Monon 
Depot Musuem) more easily locate the archives. 

Donations to the Collection
 Barbara Wimmer Schmidt and her brother 
Don Wimmer donated a spinning wheel and a 
yarn winder from the James McShane family. 
Don also donated a McShane musket a few years 
ago. The yarn winder has four arms connected 
to a gear on the stand. A wooden spike keeps the 
gear from unwinding the yard when not in use. 

Barbara received the items from Ruby McShane 
Williams, who was a daughter of James gray 
McShane. Ruby's grandfather was Francis 
McShane, the first pioneer to permanently settle 
in Clay Township.  Francis built a log cabin in 
near the present Orchard Park neighborhood 
in 1825. His daughter, Sarah, born in 1826, 
was the first pioneer born in the township. In 
1886 James McShane built the two-story white 
house on Westfield Blvd that is currently being 
restored. We are very pleased to have artifacts 
from our first family! Je
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What's In A Name?
 The recent recession has had an impact on 
historical societies on the state and local level. 
Many saw their memberships and attendance 
decrease along with funds as the federal and 
state budgets tightened their belts. Historical 
societies had to figure out ways to do more with 
less, and one way they found to do this was 
through rebranding. Many found that their image 
was incongruent with their mission. While they 
intended to attract lively and active membership 
through new programs and exhibits, they could 
not break through the barrier of perception. 
They found that the word “historical” connoted 
obsolescence, irrelevance and outdatedness to 
the public. The word “society” conveyed that the 
group was a private, inaccessible organization.
 As a part of a successful rebranding effort,  
The Ohio Historical Society became the Ohio 
History Connection. The Colorado Historical 
Society similarly changed its name to History 
Colorado. Locally, the Hamilton County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau is now Hamilton 
County Tourism. As we desire to remain a 
contemporary organization that welcomes and 
interests the younger generations as it does our 
current membership, we have looked to freshen 
our image as well.
 We are excited to discuss the potential 
rebranding of the Carmel Clay Historical Society. 
The board of directors is currently mulling several 
potential names. It should be noted that our 
legal name would remain the same. We would 
simply be doing business under a new name. 
your engagement is especially important and 
your input highly valued as we chart a new course 
for our organization. In addition to an updated 
name, we are also looking to update our mission 
statement and create a vision statement. We hope 
these changes will enliven our membership and 
increase participation within the organization, 
and we encourage you to take part in the process. 
you will have the opportunity to learn more at the 
September annual meeting.

Pictures...con't 
STORING yOUR PHOTOGRAPHS
 Proper storage is vitally important. 
Photographs should be stored off the floor in a 
climate controlled environment around 68° with 
a relative humidity between 30-50%. They should 
be individually stored in enclosures made of 
paper that is acid, lignin and sulfur-free or from 
the following chemically stable plastics: polyester, 
polypropylene and polyethylene. Light exposure 
should be limited.
 We welcome any questions you might 
have regarding the proper care or restoration of 
photographs in your collection, or you might choose 
to consult with the professionals at the Indiana 
Historical Society’s Conservation Lab. As you look 
through your collection, please consider donating 
scans or originals of Carmel-relevant photographs 
to the CCHS. Sometimes seemingly insignificant 
photographs include images in the background that 
might answer questions or fill in blanks.
 Some of the information in this article was 
derived from Cornell University’s Preserving 
your Family Photographs, which is suggested for 
further reading, https://www.library.cornell.edu/
preservation/brochure/Family%20Photos%20
Text%2001.pdf.
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New Office Assistant 
 Andrew Wright joined our staff as 
an Office Assistant in July. He is a life-
long resident of Carmel, graduating from 
Carmel High School in 1999. He worked 
as a volunteer researcher for CCHS before 
he took the office position. He put his 
English degree to work, writing articles 
about the traffic signal and bank robberies 
for previous newsletters. Andrew is an avid 
genealogist and talented researcher. He will 
also be starting his ninth season coaching 
the Carmel Middle School wrestling team 
in the same gym he wrestled in in the early 
90s. He is the proud father of two young 
sons ages 2 and 5. He is excited to put his 
varied skills to use for the society.

Join us!
 There are many reasons to join a historical 
society, and there are many reasons to be an active 
with your membership. Many of our members 
are independently researching everything from 
the local farms to the Carmel Kelts basketball 
team. Some members enjoy working with the 
collections or designing the exhibits. Member 
participation makes us a society. If you are not 
already a member, we invite you to join the society 
and share your talents with us.
 you can become a member by visiting this 
link http://www.carmelclayhistory.org/about/
membership.

October 19, 2 p.m.: Law & Order: 
Carmel Style
 Carmel has long been a safe place to live, 
but that doesn’t mean that local police don’t 
have interesting tales to tell. Come listen in as 
former police chiefs gather in round-table style 
to talk about how they kept Law and Order in 
Carmel back in the day. The program will begin 
at 2 p.m. in the program room of the Carmel 
Clay Public Library.

Calendar of Events

August 27, 6:30 p.m. 
What Killed Your Ancestors? 

September 21 
CCHS Grounds: Annual Meeting 

October 10, 7 p.m. 
Flapper and Dapper, A Speakeasy 

October 19, 2 p.m.
Law & Order: Carmel Style 

December 5-6 
Holiday Home Tour
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SpecIAl THAnKS IS exTenDeD 
To ouR coRpoRATe MeMBeRS:

Kelly Hindman

Jennifer Hershberger, President 
Debra May, Vice President
Cathie Reamer, Recording Secretary
Rosemary Waters, Treasurer

Board Members:
Eric Bell 
Nancy Childs 
Nick Davis
Kelly Hindman 
Melisa Keiser 

Christine Owens 
Brian Poindexter 
Jan Randall
Fred Swift, ex officio


